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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Congregational Church of Laconia United Church of Christ
9:00 a.m.
August 30, 2020
Meditative Thought “Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.”
― Martin Luther King Jr.
Prelude
Call to Worship

Give thanks to God with all your hearts.
We will hold nothing back from our God.
We will sing full-throated praises to our God
Whether in front of the screen this morning or while we are
walking through the woods or around our neighborhoods.
We will join in the chorus of thanksgiving for God's abiding love
and glorify God and that Word we know as Jesus Christ.
We will worship our God with wonder and joy.
Opening Hymn

“Gather Us In”

Here in this place, the new light is streaming, shadows of doubt are vanished away.
See in this space our fears and our dreamings, brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; gather us in; our spirits inflame.
Call to us now, and we shall awaken; we shall arise at the sound of our name.
We are the young, our lives are a mystery; we are the old, who yearn for your face.
We have been sung throughout all of history, called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty; gather us in, the proud and the strong;
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Give us a heart so meek and so lowly; give us the courage to enter the song.
Here we receive new life in the waters; here we receive the bread of new birth;
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion; give us to eat the bread that is you;
Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
Not just in buildings, small and confining, not in some heaven light years away,
Here in this place the new light is shining; now is God present, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever; gather us in and make us your own;
Gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
Prayer of Invocation and Lord’s Prayer
God, you are made known to us in the rustling wind that blows,
in the blazing fire that does not consume,
in the face of the good, in the deep of the unknown.
We meet you here. We accept your greeting. We welcome your inspiration.
We await the change you have in store for us.
Draw us in to you. Inhabit our spirits. Focus our attention.
Bring us to you – you who are already with us.
Help us to be as you would have us be. In the spirit of Jesus the Christ who taught his
disciples to pray: Abba, holy Parent, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Musical Offering
Scripture Reading

Romans 12:9-21

Message “Right Worship”
A Musical Reflection
Offering to Our Community

Scarves on the Square

Pastoral Prayer If you’re watching today’s service on YouTube you may send in your prayer
requests via the comment section on the YouTube page. Also, throughout the week please
remember to contact Pastor Neil or Pastor Paula if you have needs to share. While we may not
be able to be together and pray by your side physically, we do want to be in prayer with you.
Hymn

“Help Us Accept Each Other”

# 388 NCH (to the tune of “The Church’s One Foundation”)

Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us;
Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.
Be present, God among us, and bring us to believe
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We are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live.
Teach us, O God, your lessons, as in our daily life
We struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some,
To love them as we find them, or as they may become.
Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved
In living situations to do the truth in love;
To practice your acceptance, until we know by heart
The table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art.
God, for today’s encounters with all who are in need,
Who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread,
Bring us new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on;
Renew us with your Spirit; God! Free us, make us one!

Benediction
God Be with You ‘till We Meet Again
God be with you ‘til we meet again
By God’s counsels guide uphold you
With God’s sheep securely fold you.
God be with you ‘til we meet again.
Postlude

Today’s flowers are in loving memory of my wife Mary, and Malcom and Helen Harrington by
Bob Harrington and Family.
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Announcements

Church office hours
The office will be open only on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9 AM – 3 PM
Prayer Requests: Please post prayers as early as possible today during the service. If you’re
watching today’s service on YouTube you may send in your prayer requests via the comment
section on the YouTube page. Also, you may post your prayers on the Prayer Wall on the
website and throughout the week please remember to contact Pastor Neil or Pastor Paula if you
have needs to share. While we may not be able to be together and pray by your side physically,
we do want to be in prayer with you.

September Devotionals will be on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom.
Here is your link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84197254271
Meeting ID: 841 9725 4271
One tap mobile
+19294362866,,84197254271# US (New York)
Dial by your location
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 841 9725 4271
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