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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Congregational Church of Laconia United Church of Christ
9:00 a.m.
September 6, 2020
Meditative Thought “Emphasize reconciliation, not resolution. It is unrealistic to expect
everyone to agree about everything. Reconciliation focuses on the relationship,
while resolution focuses on the problem. When we focus on reconciliation,
the problem loses significance and often becomes irrelevant.” - Rick Warren
Prelude

Call to Worship

(Paula) Taken from “Bread for the Journey” by Ruth Duck Pilgrim Press, 1981

Now is the time to awaken to the presence of God the Eternal Spirit.
Now is the time to come alive with our songs of praise.
Today we open ourselves to the power of the Spirit in our lives.
Today we extend our hands in caring toward humanity.
We do all this because we have responded to the ministry
and message of Jesus Christ, whose people we are.
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Opening Hymn

“Spirit of Love” # 58 New Century Hymnal

Spirit of love, you move within creation,
drawing the threads to color and design;
Life into life, you knit our true salvation,
come work with us, and weave us into one.
Though we have frayed the fabric of your making,
tearing away from all that you intend,
Yet, to be whole, humanity is achingcome work with us, and weave us into one.
Great loom of God, where history is woven,
You are the frame that holds us to the truth,
Christ is the theme, the pattern you have givencome work with us, and weave us into one.
Prayer of Invocation and Lord’s Prayer

(Paula)

Holy One known to us in the three, we have paused in the midst of our routines
and the busyness of our days to join this time of worship.
And while we may be scattered across our community and across our nation,
help us to find in our time together a unity of spirit and purpose.
May a goodly portion of this purpose be to lift up praise and gratitude for the gifts of this
day with its anticipated happenings and those unexpected occurrences of grace;
gratitude for this life and the abundant life promised by Jesus to all who would follow in his
way. To this end hear our words of praise and prayer through the prayer Jesus taught:
Abba, holy Parent, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Musical Offering

“What a Wonderful Lord” (Scott Wesley Brown/arr. John Arnn)
Vickie Wood Parrish, Piano
Phil Breton, Oboe

Scripture Reading

(Paula)

Message
A Musical Reflection

Matthew 18: 15-20

“Where Two or Three Gather”
“Sing of the Lord’s Goodness”
Vickie Wood Parrish, Piano

(Ernest Sands)
Phil Breton, Oboe

Pastoral Prayer If you’re watching today’s service on YouTube you may send in your prayer
requests via the comment section on the YouTube page. Also, throughout the week please
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remember to contact Pastor Neil or Pastor Paula if you have needs to share. While we may not
be able to be together and pray by your side physically, we do want to be in prayer with you.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion

Preparing for Communion, you are invited to prepare your “bread” and “cup” at home.
Prayer of Thanksgiving (Paula)
Paula: By eating this bread and drinking this cup we remember Jesus’ life…his death and
resurrection…and we seek his presence in our lives. Let us pray:
ALL: Gracious God, we thank you for this meal and for all of the ways you nourish us. Grow in
us that we may nourish others. Sustain us as we press toward learning to live with love,
mercy and peace in our hearts. Amen
Hymn

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

# 77 NCH

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace;
Oh refresh us, oh, refresh us, traveling through this wilderness.
We give thanks and adoration for your gospel’s joyful sound;
May the fruits of your salvation in our hearts and lives abound;
Ever faithful, ever faithful, to the truth may we be found.
So that when your love shall call us, Savior from the world away,
Fear of death shall not appall us, glad your summons to obey:
May we ever, may we ever, live with you in endless day.
Benediction
God Be with You ‘till We Meet Again
God be with you ‘til we meet again
By God’s counsels guide uphold you
With God’s sheep securely fold you.
God be with you ‘til we meet again.
Postlude

Today’s flowers are given in loving memory of Harry G. Merrill
by Florence Merrill and Bruce, Claire, Emily and Eric.
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Announcements

Church office hours
The office will be open only on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9 AM – 3 PM
Remember next week our live stream worship time moves to 9:30 a.m.
This will be followed by the Outdoor Worship Service at 10:45 a.m. Be sure to contact pastor
Neil if you plan on attending the outdoor service. neil@laconiaucc.org And remember to wear
your masks!
Church Sanctuary Doors Due to a malfunctioning lock mechanism on the Pleasant Street
doors (Bank of New Hampshire side), we are asking everyone who comes into the Sanctuary to
please use the Elevator entrance doors or the back parking lot door. Once the issue with the
lock is resolved we will let you know.
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Prayer Requests: Please post prayers as early as possible today during the service. If you’re
watching today’s service on YouTube you may send in your prayer requests via the comment
section on the YouTube page. Also, you may post your prayers on the Prayer Wall on the
website and throughout the week please remember to contact Pastor Neil or Pastor Paula if you
have needs to share. While we may not be able to be
together and pray by your side physically, we do want to be
in prayer with you.
September Devotionals will be on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.
on Zoom.
Here is your link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84197254271
Meeting ID: 841 9725 4271
One tap mobile
+19294362866,,84197254271# US (New York)
Dial by your location
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 841 9725 4271

