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Congregational Church of Laconia 
United Church of Christ

 Seventh 
Sunday 

of Easter 
May 16, 2021

9:30 a.m.

Live Stream 
Worship

                                      
                                                                                         Three women praying  unknown artist
                                                               They prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart…”  Acts 1: 24

Meditation Thought   
“ ‘Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?'
'That depends a good deal on where you want to get to,' said the Cat.
'I don't much care where -' said Alice.
'Then it doesn't matter which way you go,' said the Cat.
'- so long as I get SOMEWHERE,' Alice added as an explanation.
'Oh, you're sure to do that,' said the Cat, 'if you only walk long enough.’”
                                                                                                     ― Lewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland                                
Prelude

Welcome, Announcements and Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship    
  A new day has begun.
Hope wins!
  A fresh start is granted.
Faith wins!
  Today you have the opportunity to do something new.
Hope wins!
  Christ is entering your life in a new way.
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Faith wins!
  Come, let us worship God, who is inviting us into life in a new way,
   a way that transcends death, a way of hope and faith.
Love wins!    Let us worship Christ, who overcame death to give us new life!

Hymn    “When Morning Gilds the Skies”     # 86     NCH    

When morning gilds the skies, my heart awakening cries,
may Jesus Christ be praised! Alike at work and prayer,
one purpose I declare: may Jesus Christ be praised!

New strength comes night and day when from the heart we say,
may Jesus Christ be praised! Let sin and evil fear,
when this sweet chant they hear: may Jesus Christ be praised!

Discordant humankind, in this your concord find,
may Jesus Christ be praised! Let all the earth around
ring joyous with the sound: may Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this, while life is mine, my canticle divine,
may Jesus Christ be praised! Be this the eternal song,
through all the ages long: may Jesus Christ be praised!

Invocation and Lord’s Prayer   (Unison)

Holy One, as Matthias was chosen by the eleven to fulfil the role of Judas
 and bear witness to the resurrection, open us to the possibility that
 we are being chosen to be new disciples with new ministries in Jesus’ name.  
Come among us in our time of worship and work that we might learn to follow in the 
ways of those first disciples.  For we pray in the manner of prayer Jesus taught them 
and they have handed on to us:  Abba, Father, whose dwelling is heaven, holy is your 
name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Musical Offering    “Shadow and Substance”        - Dee Laurent, Alto                 

Scripture Reading    Acts 1: 15-17,21-26   

Message       “I Pick…”

Musical Reflection             - Dee Laurent, Alto           

A Moment for Mission      Strengthen the Church Offering  Video 
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Pastoral Prayer with Shared Joys and Concerns  

Hymn        “Beautiful Jesus”     # 44  NCH      

Beautiful Jesus, Head of all creation,
God and the blessed Mary’s child; I want to love you,
Praise and adore you, joy of my soul, so long desired.

Beautiful springtime, lovely, green, and hopeful,
All earth exhales its sweet perfume: Jesus is sweeter,
Jesus is purer, sad hearts at this, rejoice and bloom.

Beautiful sunshine, clear, so lovely, moonlight,
Stars shine like angels, ranked through space: Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shine clearer, in perfect beauty, love and grace.

All earthly beauty, all celestial radiance
Fade when compared to Jesus’ face. Let me not cherish
Beauties that perish, let me this lovely good embrace.

Benediction/Blessing    

God Be with You

God be with you ‘til we meet again
By God’s counsels guide uphold you
With God’s sheep securely fold you.
God be with you ‘til we meet again.

Postlude

Today flowers on the altar are given by Hollis Thompson for a Happy 
Birthday to Greg!

           

Announcements

Church office hours         Monday, Wednesday and Friday  9 AM – 3 PM
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Welcome to our Live Stream Worship!  If you are worshipping with us online for the first 
time or started worshipping with us recently, introduce yourself to us by leaving a little note in 
the YouTube chat function! Also Let the Church Office know if we can help you in any way!  
603-524-0668.  Seeking to be the church God desires for us to be!

Strengthen the Church!

On May 23rd, we will dedicate our gifts to our 
second special offering in support of the Wider 
Church: Strengthen the Church.  

Funds raised for STC support leadership development, new churches, youth ministry, and 
innovation in existing congregations.  We are bound in a covenantal relationship to thousands 
of UCC churches around the world and many great ideas brew in that congregational stew.  STC 
offers seed money to develop those ideas, create programming, and provide leadership that all 
of us can use to strengthen our own worship and missions.  

Visit the UCC Website for more details (https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-
wider-mission/strengthen-the-church/) and share your gift to help Strengthen the Church!  As 
always, your gift can be sent to the Church Office with STC in the memo line and we will 
collectively send those gifts to the Wider Church.

 
May Devotionals

We will be meeting Wednesdays through May 19th 
at 9:30 a.m. on Zoom. 

Then taking a break for the summer resuming after Labor Day.
Use the link below to join us each week.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88339636045
Meeting ID: 883 3963 6045

Prayer Requests:  Please post prayers as early as possible in the comment area of the 
YouTube page.  In order for Pastor Neil to share them, they need to be received before the end 
of the sermon.  Also, you may post your prayers on the Prayer Wall on the website and 
throughout the week, please remember to contact Pastor Neil if you have needs to share.  
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While we may not be able to be together and pray by your side physically, we do want to be in 
prayer with you.

HORTON CENTER 2021                               
Do you love the outdoors and being involved with a loving and caring 
community of fun? Then Horton Center is the camp for you! Make lots 
of new friends and explore all that Horton Center has to offer; hiking, 
rock climbing, archery, faith formation, swimming, community building, 
caving, campfires, s’mores, and worship at our beautiful Chapel Rock! 
Go to the website hortoncenter.org and sign up now!! We already 
have 4 young people and 3 adult volunteers signed up for this 
summer! Please contact Diane Tinkham 
at tinkhams@metrocast.net for more information.

Campership Fund   We truly value this church camp experience, and we want to help any and 
all of our young people to go to camp. All campers attending from our Laconia church 
community will be given $100 from our Campership fund towards the cost of their week at 
camp. Please speak to Pastor Neil if your family needs additional support.

You can send a kid to camp!!    Would you like to give a child an amazing church camp 
experience? You are invited to contribute the cost of one week at camp ($650) to make it 
possible for a child/youth from our church to attend who might not otherwise be able. Please 
contact Carolyn to discuss how to make an additional donation to the Campership Fund.

Book Study Group
Join us for a discussion of the book,  This Tender Land by Kent Krueger

Friday, May 21, 2021 12:00 noon

If good weather, we’ll meet outside. 

Details to be determined. 

Otherwise, we’ll see you on Zoom.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85744017026?pwd=R2t6QWlWQkg3WXFwTzlxQlVYaW9uQT09

 Meeting ID: 857 4401 7026           Passcode: 06RRaY

SPRING MOUNTAIN HIKE



6

Sponsored by the Educational Ministries Committee

MORSE PRESERVE/ ALTON
Moderate ramble to fantastic views 

overlooking lake winnipesaukee 

Sunday afternoon, may 30th 
Bring a lunch, water, sturdy footwear and a smile!
(1.7 mile loop, gradual elevation gain, woods trail)

Contact Jean Clarke for more information and to register
tel. 603.455.9702 or clarkefamily@metrocast.net


