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Congregational Church of Laconia 

United Church of Christ 

Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 a.m.      October 24, 2021 

In-Person and Live Stream Worship 
 
 

It is recommended that everyone on church property  
wear a facemask while indoors regardless of vaccination status.  

Safe Distancing will be practiced in the Sanctuary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meditation Moment:          

“There are none so blind as those who will not see. The 
most deluded people are those who choose to ignore 
what they already know.”     - John Heywood  1546  
                          
 

 
 
 

 

                                                                                                              Blind Bartimaeus in wax 

*Indicates where you may stand as able or desire. 

 
Welcome, Announcements and Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Call to Worship    (Congregation respond with the Bold print.)    

 

   Take heart, Christ is calling us. 
He beckons us to come . . . 
   Come near to him.  Stand before Christ. 
   “What do you want me to do?” he asks. 
We have come here; we're drawn here. 
We desire to be here. To have our sight restored. 
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* Hymn       “Spirit of Love”     # 58   New Century Hymnal 
 

Spirit of love, you move within creation, 
drawing the threads to color and design: 
Life into life, you knit our true salvation, 
come, work with us, and weave us into one. 
 

Though we have frayed the fabric of your making, 
tearing away from all that you intend, 
Yet, to the whole, humanity is aching- 
come, work with us, and weave us into one. 
 

Great loom of God, where history is woven, 
you are the frame that holds us to the truth, 
Christ is the theme, the pattern you have given- 
come, work with us, and weave us into one. 

 
Invocation 

Great Triune God, we give you praise and pray for the wisdom and courage to 
seek your way as we follow in the way of Jesus. 
As we worship you and celebrate your love and power manifested in the 
resurrection of Jesus -  
open our eyes so that we may see, 
open the eyes of our mind to learning and understanding; 
open the eyes of our heart, to love and compassion; 
open the eyes of our soul, to see our spiritual selves 
during our time of worship.  
Hear us as we pray giving thought to these words passed on to us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.   
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread  
  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
Musical Offering    “Praise ye the Lord”     (Melchior Vulpius) 
   Beth Shehadi, Soprano    LuAnn Mussari, Alto    Dave Frost, Tenor    Wayne Domin, Bass 
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Our Young People May Leave for Faith Formation 
 
 

Scripture Reading      Mark 10: 46-52 
 
 

Message           “Let Us See Again”         
 
 
 
 

Musical Reflection     “Christ Has No Hands But Ours”      (Hal H. Hopson) 
                                          Congregational Church Quartet 
 

Stewardship Moment    Ed Darling 

 

Pastoral Prayer  
 

* Hymn        “Praise to the Living God”    # 8  New Century Hymnal   

Praise to the living God, the God of love and light, 
Whose word brought forth the myriad suns and set the worlds in flight; 
Whose infinite design, which we but dimly see, 
Pervades all nature, making all a cosmic unity. 
 

Praise to the living God, from whom all things derive, 
Whose Spirit formed upon this sphere the first faint seeds of life; 
Who caused them to evolve, unwitting towards God’s goal, 
Till humankind stood on the earth, as living thinking souls. 
 

Praise to the living God, who knows our joy and pain, 
Who shares with us our common life, the sacred and profane. 
God toils where-e’er we toil, in home and mart and mill; 
And deep within the human heart God leads us forward still. 
 

Praise to the living God, around, within, above, 
Beyond the grasp of human mind, but whom we know as love. 
In these tumultuous days, so full of hope and strife, 
May we bear witness to the Way, O Source and Goal of life. 

 
 
* Benediction     

   Go! Your faith has made you well. 
We go, knowing that our faith has been made stronger. 

   Go! Follow him on the way. 

We go, knowing Jesus is the way. 
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* Parting Song   “Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”   (v. 1)  # 77 New Century Hymnal 

 

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace; 
Oh, refresh us, oh, refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 

 

  
Postlude 
 

 
 
God grants us many kinds of love.  It is up to us how we value and 
nourish that love.  Today’s flowers are an expression of a love that has 
been blessed and nurtured in faith.   1 Corinthians 13 
                                                 Ed & Lu Ann Darling (44 years and counting!) 
 

 
 
 

Announcements 
 

Church office hours          
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday  9 AM – 3 PM 

 

Welcome to our Live Stream and In-person Worship! 
 

We would like to acknowledge in the service the presence of our on-line worshippers, if you 
are comfortable with this and would allow us to do so, let us know through chat that you are 
watching.   Also let the Church Office know if we can help you in any way!  603-524-0668.  or 
neil@laconiaucc.org   
Seeking to be the church God desires for us to be! 

 

Prayer Requests:  Watching online?  Be sure to post prayers as early as possible in the 

comment area of the YouTube page.  For Pastor Neil to share them, they need to be received 

before the end of the sermon.   Worshipping in Person, please use one of the yellow prayer 

cards from the pew rack and hand it to whoever is monitoring our live stream for the morning.  

Also, you may post your prayers on the Prayer Wall on the website and throughout the week, 

please remember to contact Pastor Neil if you have needs to share.   

  



5 

Hand-crafted boxes have been placed at each of the entrances for 
you to leave any gift or offering you have for the mission and 
programs of our church.  You may also continue to mail in your 
gifts to the Church office 18 Veterans Square, Laconia, NH 03246 
or contact Carolyn Jorgensen 603-524-0668 ext. 224 about 
Electronic Fund Transfer.  (EFT)  
 
 

 
 

In Awe of Grace 
by Rev. Dr. Jennifer Yocum 

 

   When I joined the UCC back in 2003, I had every reason not to pledge.  I was in deep debt from 

graduate school.  I was primarily self- employed and had dramatically uneven income. Some 

months, I couldn’t even make my part of the mortgage payment.  Even deeper though, I’d been 

deeply hurt by churches in the past, thrown out by one and blown out by another.  (Both stories 

best shared over a beer.)  For ten years, I’d been spiritually homeless, and I wasn’t too sure of the 

ragtag little church I’d joined, made up of misfits and refugees just like me. 

   But I was downright ensorcelled by this promise, “No matter who you are or where you are on 

life’s journey, you are welcome here.” If there was even a chance that this might turn out to be true, 

I knew I had “put down roots” to make it happen. Even if it was a measly $5 a month/5 hours a 

month, I knew I needed to make a bet on my faithfulness to the dream of a church that would take  

me in. 

    In the 18 years since then, I’ve challenged myself to increase my pledge every year. Not because 

of the terrific programming my church does, or because of mission giving, or because of a sense of 

duty, I give because I’m still in awe of the grace extended by that “No matter who you are…” 

promise. I hope you’ll join me in growing that promise in your churches. 
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Dear Family and Friends,  

It’s been a year and a half since my dear husband, Ed, died April 5, 
2020.  Because of COVID restrictions, I held off from planning a 
service for Ed.  Now my heart says it is time to celebrate his 
wonderful spirit.   For those who are able to come, there will be a  

Celebration of Life for my husband, the 

Rev. Dr. Edward Charles Bastille, Jr. on 
 Sunday, October 24, 2021, at 2 p.m. 

Congregational Church of Laconia, UCC 
 18 Veterans Square, Laconia, NH  03246. 

For those who cannot attend in person, you are invited to either Zoom 

or Live Stream.  For the Live Stream go to the Congregational Church 

of Laconia website, choose live stream from the Navigation bar and  

the service should come up to view at 2 p.m. or even a little before.   

      Or….  

 Join the Zoom Meeting.  (I hope to have that recorded so I can see all who gathered.  
 Hopefully, some of you that know one another can chat and catch-up, too.)    
Ed loved all of you!   
The Zoom address is below, and it may show up as from Rebekah Schweitzer  (or 
McCarthy) our new niece by marriage to nephew Jesse.   
Thank you, Rebekah! (See link below….)     
  

Topic: Edward Bastille Memorial Service   
Time: Oct 24, 2021, 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)  
  

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6031230603?pwd=TTNjS2hOQUJsNXJ0dGlWaEtHc1grdz09  
  

Meeting ID: 603 123 0603  
Passcode: 102421  
One tap mobile  
+13017158592,,6031230603#,,,,*102421# US (Washington DC)  
+13126266799,,6031230603#,,,,*102421# US (Chicago)  
  

Dial by your location  
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)  
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)  
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kPEp3C2Wa  

Thank you everyone for the prayers and support.  I miss Ed dearly and I’m so proud of him 
and how he lived his life.  His spirit was so  strong that can feel his love and he can still 

make me smile.  Blessings and love to all of you our dear family and friends,  Louise 


