
1 

Tower Tidings 
Congregational Church of Laconia United Church of Christ  

18 Veterans Square    Laconia, New Hampshire  03246 

 603-524-0668        www.laconiaucc.org 

October 2021 
• Pastors Letter 

• Belknap House 

• What Grounds You 

• Grief Support 

• Faith Formation 

• Help Wanted 

• Fall Mountain Walk 

• News from         

Zimbawe  

• Faith Formation 

• Treasurer’s Report 

• Book discussion 

• Digital Stewardship 

• NIN 

• Brick Pav-

ers 

• Birthdays 

Staff:  
Pastor: 
    Rev. Neil Wilson 
    neil@laconiaucc.org 
Director of Music: 
   K. Robert Bengtson 
Financial Sec.: 
   Carolyn Jorgensen 
  carolyn@laconiaucc.org 
Sexton: 
   Chuck Laurent    
Church Office 
603-524-0668 

Office hours  

Mon. Wed.  Fri.  9am-3pm 

    

 

 

October 2021 Pastor’s Letter   

Dear friends, 

It seems there has been a lot of heated discussion lately.  I have seen it on 

various forms of social media, Facebook, YouTube, etc.  I’ve read about it in 

the paper, we are bomb barded with countless advertisements.  People quick-

ly choose sides. It seems you are either in favor or not.  You love it or not! One 

thing you cannot be (at least according to those on the “other side”) is neu-

tral! 

No, I’m not talking about a political movement or party, nor is it a social 

issue like immigration or refugee resettlement, abortion, climate change, or 

even your religious views and identification, i.e., progressive, evangelical, con-

servative, charismatic, fundamentalist, as important as these discussions are 

(and as divisive as they can be!)  

No, what I’m talking about is the annual descending of the Pumpkin spice 

debate!  It seems with each passing year the debate becomes more animated. 

People are choosing sides and cannot for the life of them understand why 

someone would feel differently!  

I write this somewhat in jest but sadly, it reflects the state of our national 

civil (?) discourse.  

I’m reminded of Pauls’ words to the Corinthians (a church by the way, in 

the midst of some significant disagreement) ”Do not repay anyone evil for evil but 

take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, 

live peaceably with all.”  (Romans 12:17-18) 

These are not easy words to live by especially in our fractious society.  But 

as I read the history of the church and our country, I realize that such things 

are not new.   And we have survived to this date.  I believe more than ever our 

civil discourse needs the example of the church living out Paul’s admonition to 

live peaceably with one another. And not to look for revenge or repayment of 

evil for evil, slander for slander, half truths for half truths but look for the good 
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 in every other, look for that of the Christ light in even those you may disagree with.  Seek as much “to 

understand as to be understood” to use the words of St. Francis’ prayer.  And for me there is no more ap-

propriate place for this example to be found and demonstrated than within the church which bears the 

name of the One who came that all may have life and that abundant. 

So…, are you pumpkin spice or not?   

Either way, you are loved by God, this church and me!! 

Blessings 

 

What Grounds You? 

As we enter another fall season, our thoughts turn once again to the process of “giving”.  This yearly 

practice is quietly reflective yet active, requiring us to make thoughtful choices as to how we give of 

our time, talent, and financial support for our church.  This has certainly been another year of chal-

lenges. We have navigated the ongoing pandemic and all the starts and stops of perceived reopening 

progress. Despite these challenges, our church community has forged ahead with grace, faith, and 

fortitude. 

The theme of this year’s stewardship campaign is “Rooted in Love”.  Throughout the next few 

weeks, you will have an opportunity to reflect on where and how your roots are supporting the work 

of the church, both within and outside its walls.  What are the most important aspects of its mission 

that keep you grounded and spiritually growing?  As you consider the answer, please take time to 

envision the strength of purpose that results from healthy roots that are fed by love.  

In Faith and Love, 

The Stewardship Committee 

BELKNAP HOUSE 

 

Many of you are familiar with or have participated in our church’s outreach ministry with 
the Belknap House as they serve families who are experiencing homelessness.  We have 
supported them financially and more recently with weekly meals for the families.   We 
have learned that Belknap House is looking for a House Assistant to join their team in their 
commitment to assisting families become independent and self-sufficient.  If this is an out-
reach/ministry (as a compensated position) you or someone you know might be interested 
in contact Tom Sica, Belknap House manager:   Housemgr@belknaphouse.org or call 
(603) 527-8097. 
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HELP WANTED! 

 

I think you will agree that even Superwoman and Superman need a break sometimes. Well, 

that is the case with our very own Mike Marshall, Video Tech Extraordinaire. 

Our church is looking for a volunteer to be trained by Mike to spell him when his busy life 

does not allow him to attend church on an occasional Sunday. That's right, it is a chance to 

learn from the master of video tech himself! If you can assist our church in keeping our live 

stream ministry reaching into the community each Sunday, please get in touch with Mike 

Marshall (c) 603-707-8528) or Brad Geltz (c) 603-393-8786. 

 

 

The Deacons invite all those who are dealing with loss and grief to gather with Margie Kreilter and 
Beth Shehadi in the Beane Parlor Room on Wednesdays at 10 am.  

 

 

 

 

Grief Support  

Our time together will offer a safe place to be with others who are grieving,  to share 
stories and to understand one's grief as a normal reaction to loss.   

After a loss of a loved one, people can experience many different feelings and you are 
welcome to come no matter what you are feeling.  

Please note this is a support group and not a therapy group, with no expectation for you oth-
er than to find peace and hope after your loss. 

For more information you may contact Beth 528 - 6057 or Margie  260 3673 
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FALL MOUNTAIN WALK 

Sponsored by the Educational Ministries Committee 

 

MORSE PRESERVE/ ALTON 

Moderate ramble to fantastic views  

overlooking lake winnipesaukee  

 

Sunday afternoon, Oct 17th  
 

Bring a lunch, water, sturdy footwear and a smile! 

(1.7 mile loop, gradual elevation gain, woods trail) 

Contact Jean Clarke for more information and to register 

tel. 603.455.9702 or clarkefamily@metrocast.net 
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News from Our partner Congregation in Mpopma, Zimbawe. 

  In the past our church has had a relationship through the Ukama/Partnership of the New Hampshire Conference 
United Church of Christ with a congregation at Mpopma, Zimbabwe.  Over the past few months, I have been 
working at reestablishing this connection.  Below is a portion of the email correspondence I’ve received recently 
along with some photos.  Pastor Neil 
 
  

Fraternal greetings Rev Neil.  
 
We are very grateful to the Laconia church for being with us on our church prayer and fasting day. Indeed, 
we are yielding some results from the spiritual activity. the number of new infections and deaths from 
covid-19 is really decreasing, may the Good Lord bless you and the Laconia church at large. 
I have sent 3 photos of the main activity that took place at Mpopoma church from January to the present. 
May I inform you that we have resumed face-to-face church services here at Mpopma and throughout Zim-
babwe. 
 

Warm regards in Christ 
Pastor Richard 

 
We resumed the construction of the church durawall during the first four months of the year. 
The resuming has been necessitated by the funds from members of the Mpopoma Old Youth Association, local 
and abroad. 
 
The first photo shows the clearing of the concrete foundation. The second photo shows the demolition of a kitch-
en, that was built on top of the concrete foundation, to pave way for the durawall construction.       
 
 In July the durawall work was complete and a roller gate was erected. It’s so beautiful. 
 

Below is a photo of the gate at the church main entrance.  
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FAITH FORMATION AND NURSERY 

 

FAITH FORMATION- Faith Formation this fall will be held outside on the Church 

grounds and occasionally in Church Hall. Wherever we are we’ll be wearing 

masks and practicing social distancing. We will be celebrating Creation so it will 

be wonderfully appropriate to meet outside! We have kids as young as second 

grade up to seniors in high school who participate and help each other to be a 

part of our Church community. Bring your enthusiasm and stories as we gather 

together for the first time in 18 months!!!  

 

NURSERY- Due to concerns for children, families, and church members our nurse-

ry offering will be a little different for the time being. We will be providing a wel-

coming space in Church Hall for young children to use during the service as need-

ed. Parents and caregivers will need to stay with and supervise their young ones 

(first graders and younger) and not those of another family as we strive be a safe 

space for all. Please remember, children of all ages are always welcome during 

the Church service! 

Treasurer’s Report 

From your Treasurer, Hollis Thompson with the assistance of our Vice-Moderator, Don Clarke, 

here is how our budget vs actual figures compare for the first nine months of 2021. 

Total budgeted income was $247,878.00 while actual income was $248,807.48     Budgeted 

expenses were $244,209.00, while actual expenses were $232,662.23, $11,546.77 under 

budget.  Most encouraging is that pledges received are just above what was budgeted.  This 

means our congregation continues to send in pledges above their tithe amount. 

In addition, Property & Finance authorized the withdrawals of endowment funds for the 

painting of the church, $3,550. and the panic buttons for the church office in the amount of 

$5,301. 

Should you wish to have a detailed report on the year-to-date budget vs actual figures, please 

contact Hollis Thompson or Don Clarke. 
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Neighbors in Need Offering 

  

On October 3rd, we will dedicate our gifts to Neighbors in Need (NIN), the third UCC Special Offering of 

the Year.  It is appropriate that we do so on World Communion Sunday, when we celebrate our shared com-

munion with Christians all around the World.  Our shared communion helps us realize that many of our 

Neighbors are in need of our help.  In 2021, the NIN theme is “Unfailing Love” and that sums up much of 

our Mission as the Congregational Church of Laconia.  We have reached out and helped many a Neighbor, 

so let’s continue sharing our gifts to the Wider Church. 

  

The NIM offering is focused on supporting organizations and projects through the  UCC’s Justice and Wit-
ness Ministries (JWM) to provide funding grants to UCC churches and organizations leading justice initia-
tives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects in their communities.  One-third of NIN funds support 
the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM), the voice for American Indian people in the UCC 
serving 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes and nations. This includes some of the same people 
that we shared time with on the Pine Ridge Reservation a few year ago. 
  

Because we are not distributing envelopes this year, we ask that you send your gifts to the Church Office 

with NIN in the memo line.  Otherwise, you can label an envelope with NIN and place it in our Offering 

boxes at each entrance to the sanctuary. 

Digital Stewardship 
  
Your Stewardship Committee has been discussing our digital presence in the Community.  The 
pandemic has accelerated a shift in the way people learn about churches.  Driven by younger peo-
ple long before the pandemic, now all age groups are learning about our mission digitally, including 
our own members!  For better or worse, our on-line presence is our welcoming mat, and we need 
to welcome folks electronically.  How do we do that?  We have been looking into the possibility of 
getting help from a tech-savvy intern to look at what we have and offer suggestions on how that 
can be expanded to reflect a vibrant, relevant ministry.  If you have suggestions, please send them 
our way. 
  
Muff Kruse, Dan Tinkham, Jaylene Bengtson, and Pat Wood 
  
Thanks, Dan 

Book Discussion 

The book discussion group will meet on Wednesday, October 20th.  Come at 

noon in the Beane Parlor upstairs at Congregational Church of Laconia .  The 

book is Learning to Walk in the Dark by  Barbara Brown Taylor.  Join us whether 

you have read the book or not.   
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Brick  Pavers 
 
Be a part of the Congregational Church of Laconia history by purchasing a brick for 
the walkway with your 

name or family on it 
business name 
honored Veteran's name 
in memory of a loved one 
or just because! 
you can even add small symbols like a heart or cross 

* small brick $125 
  4' x 8' 
  2 lines, maximum 20 spaces per line 
 
* medium brick $250 
  8" x 8" 
  4 lines, maximum 20 spaces per line 
 
* Granite Walkway Marker  $1000 
 
If you are interested in purchasing a forever brick, or have any questions please speak with 
Carolyn Jorgensen at the church.  
603-524-0668      carolyn@laconiaucc.org 
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Stitches of Love  
Presents 

Scarves in the Square 

An outreach project of the  

Congregational Church of Laconia UCC 

WHAT:  Free, handmade scarves for     

anyone and cookies 

WHEN: Friday, October 15th 10-2pm 

WHERE:  18 Veterans’ Square, Laconia 

A scarf is a simple piece of woven yarn that 

can offer comfort and warmth.  It is a small 

reminder that you are loved and cared about!  

 

 

Please share this information with 

all who might benefit from a little 

warmth and caring. 
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October  

Birthdays  

  

 2—Warren Clement 

 7--Betsy Fosburgh 

 9--Catherine Torkaz 

 10--John Walker 

 11--Daniel Makley Jr 

 13-Carol Gable 

 14--Alison Bryant 

 14--Mike Marshall 

 15-Mary Lou Grevatt    

 15--Nancy Grow   

 15--Ila Mattiila 

 16--Adrienne Curtis 

 16--Carolyn Jorgensen 

 18--James Sessler 

 21-John Burbank 

 22--Lou Ann Darling 

 23--David Barth 

 26--Deborah Williams 

 28-Jean Frost 

 30--Dawn Gilbert 

 30--David Prescott 

 30--Shawn Prescott 

 31--Betty Bergstrop  

  

  

      

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early November Birthdays 

 

1--Cynthia Shippee 

2--Lauren Emond Hobbs 

4--Bob Phillips 

5--Sandy Brallier 


