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Congregational Church of Laconia 

United Church of Christ 
In-Person and Live Stream Worship 

It is recommended that everyone on church property  
wear a facemask while indoors regardless of vaccination status.  

Safe Distancing will be practiced in the Sanctuary.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Wedding in Cana 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 a.m.      January 16, 2022 

***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   ***   *** 
Meditation Moment:   

“Christianity is bread for daily use, not cake for special occassions!”      -unkown    
   

*Indicates where you may stand as able or desire. 

Welcome, Announcements and Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 

Call to Worship    based on Psalm 36: 5-10. 
(Congregation respond with the Bold print.) 

  

  No matter how far we wander from you, O God, 
your steadfast love finds us.  
  No matter how unjust the world seems to us, O God,  
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your steadfast righteousness sustains us. 
  No matter how vulnerable our lives seem to us, O God,  
your steadfast presence gives us hope. 
  No matter how unloved and uncared for we feel, O God,  
you hear our cries and answer our prayers. 
  Let us experience this as we worship this day!  
Thanks be to God! 

 
* Hymn     “Rejoice, You Pure in Heart” vs. 1-3, 5    # 55   New Century Hymnal       
 

Rejoice you pure in heart; lift praises to the sky; 
Your festal banner wave with joy, the cross of Christ raise high! 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice give thanks and sing. 
 

Bright youth and seasoned age, strong souls, and spirits meek, 
Raise high your free exalting song, God’s wondrous praises speak. 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice give thanks and sing. 
 

With voice as full and strong, as ocean’s surging praise, 
Send forth the hymns the saints have loved, the psalms of ancient days. 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice give thanks and sing. 
 

Praise God who rules all worlds, the risen Christ adore, 
Praise God the Spirit, Holy Fire, one God for evermore! 
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice give thanks and sing. 
 

Invocation       
  

Fountain of Light, in the midst of winter darkness, 
 we turn to you, ready to offer You our praise.   
As we worship, open our eyes to see the wonder of YOU, 
 and your abundant grace.   
As Jesus made the Cana wedding feast a time of delight, 
 so may this hour lift us up.  Fill us here and now, so we will be 
strengthened to face the challenges before us in the coming week. 
And hear the yearning underneath he words we now pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, holy is your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread  
 and forgive our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Musical Offering     “This Little Light of Mine”  
      Jaylene Bengtson, Soprano      Beth Shehadi, Soprano 
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Scripture Reading     John 2:1-11 
 
Message       “There Once Was a Wedding” 
   
Musical Reflection       “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 

      Jaylene Bengtson, Soprano      Beth Shehadi, Soprano 
(See the Martin Luther King Jr. reference in Announcements.) 

 
Pastoral Prayer   
 
* Hymn   “Renew Your Church”    # 311  New Century Hymnal 
 

Renew your church, its ministries restore: both to serve and adore. 
Make us again as salt throughout the land, and as light from a stand. 
Mid somber shadows of the night, where greed and hatred spread their blight, 
O Send us forth with power endued.  Help us God, be renewed. 
 

Teach us your word, reveal its truth divine; on our path let it shine. 
Tell of your works your mighty acts of grace; from each page show your face. 
As you have sent your Christ to save, in love to triumph o’er the grave, 
O let our hearts with love be stirred. Help us God, know your word. 
 

Teach us to pray for you are ever near; your still voice let us hear. 
Our souls are restless till they rest in you; this is life, full and true. 
Before your presence keep us still that we may find for us your will. 
And seek your guidance every day.  Teach us God, how to pray. 
 

Teach us to love, with strength of heart and mind, each and all- humankind! 
Break down old walls of prejudice and hate; leave us not to our fate. 
As you have loved and given your life to end hostility and strife, 
Your grace we must be mindful of: Teach us God, how to love. 
 
* Benediction     
 

* Parting Song   “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”    # 76  New Century Hymnal 
 

Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing,  
the people of God from this [worship] take leave. 
The service is ended, O now be extended  
the fruits of our worship in all who believe. 
The seed of the teaching, receptive hearts reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
God’s grace did invite us, and love shall unite us 
 to work for God’s realm and to answer the call. 
 

 

Postlude 
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Today’s Altar flowers are in loving memory of Ethel Wright and 
Thomas Flanders and David Flanders by Claudia Wright. 
 

 

Announcements 
 

Church office hours          
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday:  9 AM – 3 PM 

 

Church Office will be closed Monday in honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
 

Welcome to our Live Stream and In-person Worship! 
 

We would like to acknowledge in the service the presence of our on-line worshippers, if 
you are comfortable with this and would allow us to do so, let us know through chat 
that you are watching.   Also let the Church Office know if we can help you in any way!  
603-524-0668.  or neil@laconiaucc.org   
Seeking to be the church God desires for us to be! 
 
 

 Prayer Requests:  Watching online?  Be sure to post prayers as early as possible in the 

comment area of the YouTube page.  In order for Pastor Neil to share them, they need to 

be received before the end of the sermon.   Worshipping in Person, please use one of the 

yellow prayer cards from the pew rack and hand it to whoever is monitoring our live 

stream for the morning.  Also, you may post your prayers on the Prayer Wall on the 

website and throughout the week, please remember to contact Pastor Neil if you have 

needs to share.   

 

 

 Hand-crafted boxes have been placed at each of the entrances for 

you to leave any gift or offering you have for the mission and 

programs of our church.  You may also continue to mail in your gifts 

to the Church office 18 Veterans Square, Laconia, NH 03246 or 

contact Carolyn Jorgensen 603-524-0668 ext. 224 about Electronic 

Fund Transfer.  (EFT)  
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Faith Formation 

Faith Formation will now be held on the first Sunday of every 

month. We hope that we can all be here on those Sundays to 

continue the fellowship with our Faith Formation community. On 

all other Sundays, the kids/youth are welcome to stay in the 

worship service and be a part of the larger church.  

The upcoming schedule is Feb. 6, Mar. 6, April 3,  

May 1, June 5, July 3, Aug. 7, Sep. 4, Oct. 2, Nov. 6, Dec. 4  

 

 

 

A Call to the 197th Annual Meeting  
of the  

Congregational Church of Laconia, United Church of Christ  

January 30, 2022 

  
The Annual Meeting of the Church will be held following worship service on Zoom at 
10:45 am.  
     The Annual Meeting ls for the purpose of: 
  

1. Presentation of, and action on, the budget proposed for 2022; 
2. The election of Officers, Committee members, and Standing Delegates; 
3. The presentation of reports by Officers and Committees of the Church; 
4. The presentation of the annual Church Service Award;  
5. Any other business that any member may wish to place before the Church 

for consideration or action.  

The Zoom link to the Annual Meeting of the Congregational Church of Laconia 
will be sent via email by Pastor Neil the week before the meeting. 

  
Brad Geltz, Moderator 
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Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Favorite Hymn 

On April 3, 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr., flew to Memphis, Tennessee, in support 
of a strike for higher wages and better working conditions by black sanitary public 
works employees. That day he delivered his “I’ve been to the 
Mountaintop”  speech, in which he talked about threats to his life. He said: 

“Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I'm not 
concerned about that now. I just want to do God's will. And He's allowed me to go 
up to the mountain. And I've looked over. And I've seen the promised land. I may 
not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will 
get to the promised land. And I'm happy, tonight. I'm not worried about anything. 
I'm not fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.” 

The next day, April 4, 1968, at 6:01 p.m., King was shot in the head while standing 
on the second-floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, surrounded by 
friends and associates. As he lay dying, he spoke his last words to his friend and 
musician Ben Branch, who was to perform at the event King was scheduled to 
attend that night. King said, "Ben, make sure you play 'Take My Hand, Precious 
Lord' in the meeting tonight. Play it real pretty" (as told by Taylor Branch in his 
book: At Canaan's Edge: America in the King Years, 1965-68 

"Precious Lord, Take My Hand" was written by Thomas A. Dorsey in 1932 
following the death of his wife in childbirth and their baby shortly thereafter. The 
song came to him as he was playing the tune MAITLAND (United Methodist 
Hymnal no. 424, "Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone"). With some rhythmic 
alteration and melodic ornamentation of the MAITLAND tune, Dorsey's version 
follows the original, with more substantive alterations of measures five and seven 
of the original. Of Dorsey's more than two hundred songs, "Precious Lord" is the 
best known and most sung. 

King's funeral took place on April 9, 1968, at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, 
the church where both King and his father had served as co-pastors. His good 
friend, singer Mahalia Jackson, sang "Precious Lord" at the funeral. Her 
performance was in the slow, emotionally expressive, quasi-recitative style that 
gives the singer the freedom to slide into and out of notes, add ornaments and 
grace notes, and extend note values according to the expression of the singer or 
the content of the text. Later that same day, Jackson sang the song again at a 
service held at Morehouse College in Atlanta, King's alma mater. It was also sung 
by Aretha Franklin at Mahalia Jackson's funeral in 1972 and by Leontyne Price at 
President Lyndon Johnson's funeral in 1973. 
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Book Discussion 

January book discussion will be held via Zoom. 

Log in to hear and/or join in to discuss Island of the Sea Women by Lisa 

See. Diane Lockwood will lead the discussion. 

January 19, 2022, 12:00 noon 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81498708244?pwd=ek5yblJKUTJ4cy9UM0xrclQ

wTHRjZz09  

Meeting ID: 814 9870 8244          Passcode: bxf5wU 

 
 

Review of the 2021 Budget Results 

 

On Sunday, January 23rd, church leadership will be hosting a review of the 2021 

budget results. The review will take place after worship on Zoom at 10:45 am. 

 

This review will provide the congregation with an accurate accounting of the 

pledge results and how that money was allocated during the 2021 budget year. 

 

This review will shed light on what we believe was effective stewardship of your 

pledges while living out the stated mission of our church. 

 

It is our intention to have the 2021 Annual Report sent to you prior to this meeting. 

Included in the report will be the final accounting figures for 2021. 

 

Please join us on the 23rd. 

 

A Zoom link for this meeting will be provided the week prior to the meeting. 

 

Brad Geltz, Moderator 


