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Congregational Church of Laconia
United Church of Christ
In-Person and Live Stream Worship
Face masks are optional. Please check today's Covid Signal.
Social distancing is still encouraged.

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m.

July 3, 2022

Fourth of July Weekend
Meditation Moment:
“Christian freedom does not mean being free to do as we like; it means being
free to do as we ought.” - William Barclay

*Indicates where you may stand as able or desire.
Prelude
Welcome, Announcements and Lighting of the Christ Candle
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Call to Worship (Congregation respond with the Bold print.)
Grace and peace to you from God our Creator, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing that comes from heaven: (Eph 1)
Who knew you and chose you before the world began; (I Pet 1, Eph 1)
who loves you so much that he calls you his own children; (I Jn 3)
Who has brought you from darkness into light
and filled you with his glorious power; (Col 1)
who has prepared an inheritance for you that will never spoil or fade; (I Pet 1)
Who encourages and strengthens you
in every good deed and word; (2 Thess 2)
who comforts you in your troubles so that you can comfort others. (2 Cor 1)
This is our God, the ultimate source of all things,
and the One for whom we live. (I Cor 8)
Let’s worship God together!
* Hymn “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You”

# 4 New Century Hymnal

Joyful, joyful, we adore you, God of glory, God of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before you, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the storms of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.
All your works with joy surround you, earth and heaven reflect your rays,
Stars and angels sing around you, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, teach us what our praise should be.
You are giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed,
Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!
Loving Spirit, Father, Mother, all who love belong to you;
Teach us how to love each other, by that love our joy renew.
Mortals join the happy chorus which the morning stars began;
Boundless love is reigning o’er us, reconciling race and clan.
Ever singing, move we forward, faithful in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us onward in the triumph song of life.
Prayer of Invocation and Prayer of our Savior (Unison)
We gather this morning in the name of the Creator,
who creates time and space, galaxies stars and planets;
in the name of Jesus Christ, born on planet Earth;
and in the name of the Spirit, who fills Earth with her presence,
Creator God, in this time we call “now”
and in this space we call “here” we worship you.
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Make your presence felt amongst us in this hour and all hours
as we pray in the manner of Jesus:
Our Father, who art in heaven, holy is your name.
Your kingdom come, Your will be done,
on Earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive our sins
as we forgive those who have sinned against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Reception of New Members

William and Mary Lou Birch
John and Robby Cosgriff

Affirmation of Faith UCC Statement of Faith (see insert)
Welcome and Reception
Let us, the members of the Congregational Church of Laconia, United Church
of Christ, express our welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ.
Church members:
We welcome you with joy in the common life of this church.
We promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors
of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we
continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and witnesses of our
risen Savior.
Signing of the Membership Book
Right Hand of Fellowship
Special Music “Sing of the Lord’s Greatness”
Scripture Reading
Message

(Ernest Sands/arr. Phil Breton)

John 8:31-36

“What Is Freedom?”

Musical Reflection
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (Charles C. Converse/arr. Phil Breton)
Sharing of our Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Eternal God, you have called your people from east and west
and north and south to feast at the table of Jesus Christ.
We thank you for Christ presence and for the spiritual food of Christ body
and blood. By the power of your Holy Spirit keep us faithful to your will.
Go with us to the streets, to our homes, into our places of labor and leisure
that whether we are gathered or scattered, we may be the servant Church of
the servant Christ, in whose name we rejoice to pray. Amen
* Hymn “Standing at the Future’s Threshold”

# 538 New Century Hymnal

Standing at the future’s threshold, grateful for God’s guiding hand,
Asking no protected stronghold, called to be a Pilgrim band,
Seeking ever for new vision of the gospel for our day,
We move forward in God's mission with our faith to show the way.
Midst the teeming cities’ millions, witness to God's boundless love,
Reaching for each system’s lost ones, seeking justice with each move;
Grant us courage, strength, and patience to contend with vicious power,
Lead us forward in the faith that gives us hope in testing’s hour.
Open-hearted in exchanges with the faithful not our own,
Trusting God’s ways with these strangers not to leave the truth unknown,
Joining them in shared endeavor where we have Christ’s clear command,
We have faith that calls us ever toward this good earth’s promised land.
Building justice as the bulwark of the peace that God would give,
Making sacrifice the hallmark of the life we're called to live:
Grant us, God, to bear our witness to this peace in Christ, and move
Forward with our faith's own access to the life of hope and love.
Jesus Christ, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,
we would ask no special favor, with the lowliest seek our place,
Know the inasmuch of serving, have your cross as our command:
Lead us in this faith unswerving forward as your pilgrim band.
* Benediction
* Benediction Response
“Go Now in Peace”
Go now in peace, go now in peace.
May the love of God surround you.
Everywhere, everywhere you may go.
Postlude
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Today’s Altar flowers are shared with us by Margie & John
Kreitler in honor of the principles on which our country was
founded.

Clergy: Rev. Neil Wilson
Director of Music: Bob Bengtson
Worship Assistant:
Media Technician: Mike Marshall
Greeters: Diane & Dan Tinkham

Announcements
Church office hours
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 9 AM – 3 PM

Welcome to our Live Stream and In-person Worship!
Todays’ Covid Signal
Face masks are highly recommended.
Face masks are optional. Exercise caution.

Face masks are optional.
Continue to watch for the Covid-19 Signal in our News
Blasts and on our livestream’s streaming announcements
. This week, we are in the “green!” Praise God!

We would like to acknowledge in the service the
presence of our on-line worshippers, if you are
comfortable with this and would allow us to do
so, let us know through chat that you are
watching. Also let the Church Office know if we
can help you in any way! 603-524-0668. or
neil@laconiaucc.org
Seeking to be the church God desires for us to be!
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Prayer Requests: Watching online? Be sure to post prayers as early as possible in the
comment area of the YouTube page. In order for Pastor Neil to share them, they need to
be received before the end of the sermon. Also, you may post your prayers on the Prayer
Wall on the website and throughout the week, please remember to contact Pastor Neil if
you have needs to share.

Hand-crafted boxes have been placed at each of the entrances for
you to leave any gift or offering you have for the mission and
programs of our church. You may also continue to mail in your gifts
to the Church office 18 Veterans Square, Laconia, NH 03246 or
contact Carolyn Jorgensen 603-524-0668 ext. 224 about Electronic
Fund Transfer. (EFT)

Welcome to our Church. We are glad you are here.

Faith Formation
We meet once a month on the second Sunday for Faith Formation for
all school age children. Our multi-age group is a good opportunity to
learn from each other and build relationships with other young people
in the Church. We are meeting next Sunday, July 10 and we hope to
see you then!
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
JULY 17 at 9:00
Please join us for the Confirmation of Haily McCarty and Jennah
Valovanie as we welcome them into membership of the
Congregational Church of Laconia. These two wonderful young people
have shared a very unique Confirmation program. They are members
of a group of a half dozen youth from several area churches who were
part of a new and meaningful Confirmation experience. Be there to
show your support and hear more about it in person on July 17!
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Can you help?
Got Lunch Laconia is eager for year 12 of their season providing healthy meals to
school aged children in our community. Our program couldn’t be successful
without the help of volunteers. This year, we are in need of substitute drivers to
help deliver the prepared food to our families. Together with another trained
volunteer you would help deliver the food to a specific list of registered families.
Driving routes depart the church between 8:30 – 9:20 and take about an hour to
complete. If interested, please reach out to gotlnch@gmail.com or Sandy Brallier
603-630-2953.
THANK YOU ANNIE LUND

Annie Lund knits washcloths and adds them to a plastic bag along with toothpaste,
shampoo and conditioner, bath soap, toothbrush, and comb. These are put in the Little
Free Food Pantry for those in need of toiletries.
She has made hundreds of them, and they are being taken by those who visit the Little
Free Food Pantry.

It's that time of year...............
Your Mid-Year Donation Statements were mailed on June 21th. If you
normally receive them by email yours also have been mailed because of a
glitch in my accounting program.
Please review your statements, if you have any questions please let me
know.
Thank you!
Carolyn R Jorgensen

8

