
1 
 

Congregational Church of Laconia 

United Church of Christ 
In-Person and Live Stream Worship 

Face masks are optional. Please check today's Covid Signal. 
Social distancing is still encouraged.  

 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. 

August 14, 2022  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The One with the Crumby Dog” by Ally Barrett 

 

Meditation Moment: 

“You are more important than my view.”   
                           -  Pastor Andrew Stanley, Northpoint Ministries, Atlanta, GA  

     

*Indicates where you may stand as able or desire. 

Prelude       
 

Welcome, Announcements and Lighting of the Christ Candle 
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Call to Worship    (Congregation respond with the Bold print.)    
 

   What joy we feel when we are called together to celebrate God’s love. 
God’s love flows through our lives! 
   This is what it means to be the body of Christ! 
this is what it means to be faithful witnesses to God. 
   Let us rejoice on this day! 
Lord, we thank you for the blessings you pour on us. Amen. 
 

* Hymn “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”    # 293   New Century Hymnal   
 

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,  
and I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord; 
there are sweet expressions on each face, 
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 
(Refrain) 
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove,  
stay right here with us, filling us with your love; 
and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise. 
Without a doubt we will know that we have been revived  
when we shall leave this place. 
 
There are blessings you cannot receive 
Till you know that Spirit’s fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say, 
“I am going to stay with Jesus all the way.” 
(Refrain) 
 

Prayer of Invocation (Unison) 
 

With open arms You welcome all who call on Your name— 
 who acknowledge You as Lord and look to You in faith. 
No one stands outside the circle of Your mercy and love. 
And so, we come to offer You our worship— 
to declare that You are our God, and that we are Your people, 
called and chosen by You from the very beginning. 
Through the presence of Your Holy Spirit 
open our eyes to see You here; 
open our minds to receive Your truth, 
and our mouths to speak and sing Your praise.  
For You alone are God— worthy of all praise and worship,  
now and to the end of time.     Amen. 
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Special Music     “Tambourin”      (Francois Joseph Gossec) 
                                Virginia Barunas, Flute     Bob Bengtson, Organ  
 
Scripture Reading        Matthew 15:10-28       
 
Our Young People may leave for Faith Formation  
 
Message    “Mercy Matters” 
 
Musical Reflection     “Largo from Sonata in F Major”      (George Frederick Handel) 

                                        Virginia Barunas, Flute     Bob Bengtson, Organ           

 

Sharing of our Joys and Concerns 
 
Pastoral Prayer and Prayer of our Savior    
     Congregational response: “Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.” 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, holy is your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on Earth as it is in Heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive our sins  
as we forgive those who have sinned against us.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
* Hymn “I Would Be True”      # 492  New Century Hymnal        

 

I would be true, for there are those who trust me; 
I would be pure, for there are those who care; 
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer; 
I would be brave, for there is much to dare,  
I would be brave, for there is much to dare. 
 

I would be friend of all, the foe, the friendless; 
I would be giving, and forget the gift; 
I would be humble, for I know my weakness; 
I would look up, and laugh, and love, and live, 
I would look up, and laugh, and love, and live. 
 

I would be prayer-ful through each busy moment; 
I would be con-stant-ly in touch with God;  
I would be tuned to sense God slightest whisper; 
I would have faith to keep the path Christ trod, 
I would have faith to keep the path Christ trod. 
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* Benediction   
 

 
* Benediction Response        “Go Now in Peace” 

Go now in peace, go now in peace. 
May the love of God surround you. 

Everywhere, everywhere you may go. 
 
Postlude 
 

 
 
Today’s Altar flowers are “in honor of our great-grandsons” by 
Ralph and Darlene Sellars 
     
 

     
Clergy: Rev. Neil Wilson 

Director of Music: Bob Bengtson 

Pianist: Lorraine Barrows 

Worship Assistant: Donna Wilson   

Media Technician: Mike Marshall 

Greeters:  John Walker & Muff Kruse 

 

Announcements  
 

Church office hours          
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday:  9 AM – 3 PM 

Welcome to our Live Stream and In-person Worship! 
 

 
 

Todays’ Covid Signal   TODAY WE ARE GREEN 

Also, we ask that you respect those with whom you are 

worshipping.  If you see someone wearing a mask, allow 

them a safe distance. They are taking an extra precaution 

please give them a little more space.   Thank You!  

Face masks are highly recommended. 
Face masks are optional.  Exercise caution. 

Face masks are optional. 



5 
 

So, please continue to watch for the Covid-19 Signal in our News Blasts and on our 

livestream’s streaming announcements .  We will bold the descriptor that fits for each 

Sunday.  This week, we are in the “green!”  Praise God!      

 

 
We would like to acknowledge in the service the 
presence of our on-line worshippers, if you are 
comfortable with this and would allow us to do 
so, let us know through chat that you are 
watching.   Also let the Church Office know if we 
can help you in any way!  603-524-0668.  or 
neil@laconiaucc.org   
Seeking to be the church God desires for us to be! 
 

 

 Prayer Requests:  Watching online?  Be sure to post prayers as early as possible in the 

comment area of the YouTube page.  In order for Pastor Neil to share them, they need to 

be received before the end of the sermon. Also, you may post your prayers on the Prayer 

Wall on the website and throughout the week, please remember to contact Pastor Neil if 

you have needs to share.   

 

OFFERING 

 Hand-crafted boxes have been placed at each of the entrances for 

you to leave any gift or offering you have for the mission and 

programs of our church.  You may also continue to mail in your gifts 

to the Church office 18 Veterans Square, Laconia, NH 03246 or 

contact Carolyn Jorgensen 603-524-0668 ext. 224 about Electronic 

Fund Transfer.  (EFT)   

 

Welcome to our Church. We are glad you are here.           
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Faith Formation meets today 
 

We meet once a month on the second Sunday for Faith Formation for 
all school age children. Our multi-age group is a good opportunity to 
learn from each other and build relationships with other young people 
in the Church.  

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Members of the Congregational Church of Laconia 

 
As mentioned in the pulpit this Sunday and in his letter emailed to us this week, Pastor Neil’s last day 
with us is scheduled to be October 23, 2022. 
 
He has given us more than the 60-day notice indicated in his call agreement. The next step that I will 
take is notifying the Conference Office of the need for an interim pastor after October 23, creation of a 
search committee from our membership, who will then work on creating a profile, followed by 
interviews and eventual call for a new pastor. 
 
While we are sad to see Neil and Donna leave us for their retirement in Maine, we must put the wheels 
in motion to see where God wishes to lead us in the future. 
I will be in touch again with follow up information as I received it. 
 
Don Clarke, Moderator 

 
 

 

Book Discussion!!                                                                                        
 

All are welcome to join the discussion on Wednesday, August 17th at noon in the Beane 
Parlor. 
Join us for the discussion of Last Green Valley by Mark Sullivan. 
 

The Last Green Valley is a work of historical fiction, inspired by a true story 
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HORTON CENTER 2022 

 

     Last week marked the end of a fun and successful summer at Horton Center. The 

group in this photo experienced Grand Camp- 48 hours of hikes, challenge activities, 

tetherball, eating outdoors, singing around the campfire, and worshiping in God’s beautiful 

sanctuary. Grandparents and grandchildren (non-grandparent Diane served as Dean) 

from our church community enjoyed time together while forming closer bonds and new 

friendships. Sharing a cabin with your grandchild is a unique opportunity! The people in 

the front row of the photo may look like they were a little bit exhausted with happiness, but 

the back row grandchildren were still ready for another game of tetherball! 

 

     Joshua (Hollis’ grandson) finally was able to enjoy a few days at camp last week after 

his original week which was postponed due to Covid issues at camp. Lyllah, Ellen, and 

Jennah all had great adventures while at camp this summer. We’ll be hearing more from 

them soon! 

 

    MANY THANKS to everyone who contributed to the CAMPERSHIP FUND, which was 

used to offer a Horton Center experience to all who wanted to participate! 

 

 
Grand Camp 2022- Diane, Grand Muff Kruse with Rowen and Haley, Grand Penny with 

Odin, Grand Granville and Lorraine with Bailey, and Pastor Neil and Grady. 

 


