Congregational Church of
Laconia
United Church of Christ
In-Person and Live Stream Worship
Face masks are optional. Please check today's COVID
Signal.
Social distancing is still encouraged.

Fifteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
9:30 a.m.
September 18, 2022
Meditation Moment:
“The crickets felt it was their duty to warn everybody
that summertime cannot last for ever. Even on the
most beautiful days in the whole year - the days
when summer is changing into autumn - the crickets
spread the rumour of sadness and change.”
― E.B. White, Charlotte's Web

*Indicates where you may stand as able or desire.
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Lighting of the Christ Candle
Introit

“Celtic Alleluia ”

Call to Worship

(Responsively)
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Quiet your mind, still your restlessness. Come before God.
Like a bird that lights on a branch, we come to the pause of God.
Warm your heart, stir up your spirit. Come before God.
Like flame dancing on a candle’s wick, we come to the dance of God.
Open your hands, meet the eyes of your neighbors. Come before God.
Like rustling leaves blowing in autumn wind, bright with color,
deep when gathered, we fall into the presence of God.
* Hymn

“Morning has Broken” (Autumn version by Maren C. Tirabassi)

Morning has broken, like the first morning.
Geese have awoken, distant but heard.
Praise for the winging, praise for the morning,
Praise for life springing fresh from the Word.
Sweet is the autumn, golden before us
As the bright leaves fall, from the dark trees.
Praise for the beauty of the rich harvest,
Praise for God’s whispers on the cool breeze.
Mine is the sunlight, mine is the evening.
Dawn sky and sunset — palette of play.
Praise with our rising, praise with our resting;
God’s hope and blessing for every day.
Prayer of Invocation and Prayer of our Savior (Unison)
(from the Faith & Worship Website author: John Birch)

Lord God,
your Church is full of people in the Autumn of their years.
Some have led colorful lives, leaves bronzed and golden through
exposure to the elements their appearance the center of attention.
Others have been exposed to more extreme conditions
branches bowed and scarred.
Some go unnoticed yet stand tall and steadfast against wind and rain.
All have a story to tell all can offer support and shelter
for saplings which grow beneath their leafy canopy.
That you Lord God for bring us together for worship today.
Hear the rustle of our united voices as we pray together:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
holy is your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,
on Earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive our sins
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as we forgive those who have sinned against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
Choral Anthems
Scripture Reading
Message

“The Irish Blessing”

Isaiah 42:5-9

“Transitions”

Musical Reflection

Romans 8:22-28

Patrick Wood

“Here I Am, Lord”

Mission Moment Diane Lockwood, “Neighbors in Need”
Sharing of our Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
* Hymn

“O God in Whom All Life Begins”

# 401 New Century Hymnal

O God in whom all life begins, who births the seed to fruit,
bestow your blessing on our lives; here let your love find root.
Bring forth in us the Spirit’s gifts of patients, joy, and peace;
deliver us from numbing fear, and grant our faith increase.
Unite in mutual ministry our minds and hands and hearts
that we may have the grace to seek the power your piece imparts.
So let our varied gifts combine to glorify your Name
that in all things by word and deed we may your love proclaim.
Through tears and laughter, grief and joy, enlarge our trust and care;
so bind us in community that we may risk and dare.
Be with us when we gather here to worship, sing, and pray,
Then send us forth in power and faith to live the words we say.
* Benediction (based on Matthew 14:22-33)
Jesus calls us to step out on to the water with him,
to leave the safety of our boats, and to walk toward Him in faith,
joining Him in the work He is already doing in our world.
And when the wind and waves get high and threaten to overwhelm us,
we remember His words:
“Don’t be afraid. Take courage. I am here.”
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So let’s go with faith, to follow where Jesus leads,
confident that His love and presence go with us.
* Choral Benediction Response

“Hold Us In Your Grace”

Postlude

Today’s Altar flowers
Happy 64th Anniversary, Rita & Jerry Krupp
In Loving Memory of Esther Weeks and in Celebration of her birth to
earth – Jack & Pat Weeks

Clergy: Rev. Neil Wilson
Director of Music: Bob Bengtson
Worship Assistants: Betty Bergstrom, Beth Shehadi, Diane Wells
Media Technician: Mike Marshall
Greeters: Catherine Tokarz & Louise Bastille

Announcements
Church office hours
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday: 9 AM – 3 PM

Welcome to our Live Stream and In-person Worship!
We welcome to our pulpit this morning Patrick Wood and members of our
Diaconate who will be asissting him.

Todays’ COVID Signal is GREEN
We ask that you respect those with whom you are worshipping. If you see
someone wearing a mask, allow them a safe distance. They are taking an
extra precaution please give them a little more space. Thank You!
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Face masks are highly recommended.

Face masks are optional. Exercise caution.

Face masks are optional.

Watch for the COVID-19 signal in our News Blasts and on our streaming announcements .
We will bold the descriptor that fits for each Sunday.

Celebration of Life Service for Bette Dudley
There will be a Celebration of Bette’s life on Saturday, Sept. 24, 1:30 PM., in the
Memorial Garden at the Gilford Community Church, 19 Potter Hill Road, Gilford. All are
invited.
We would like to acknowledge in the service the
presence of our on-line worshippers, if you are
comfortable with this and would allow us to do
so, let us know through chat that you are
watching. Also let the Church Office know if we
can help you in any way! 603-524-0668. or
neil@laconiaucc.org
Seeking to be the church God desires for us to be!

Prayer Requests: Watching online? Be sure to post prayers as early as possible in the
comment area of the YouTube page. In order for Pastor Neil to share them, they need to
be received before the end of the sermon. Also, you may post your prayers on the
Prayer Wall on the website and throughout the week, please remember to contact
Pastor Neil if you have needs to share.

Hand-crafted boxes have been placed at each of the entrances for
you to leave any gift or offering you have for the mission and
programs of our church. You may also continue to mail in your gifts
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to the Church office 18 Veterans Square, Laconia, NH 03246 or contact Carolyn Jorgensen
603-524-0668 ext. 224 about Electronic Fund Transfer. (EFT)

Welcome to our Church. We are glad you are here.

Faith Formation
We meet once a month on the second Sunday for Faith Formation for
all school age children. Our multi-age group is a good opportunity to
learn from each other and build relationships with other young people
in the Church. We will be meeting today!
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