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Dear Friends,
By now most of you have heard if you have not back on August 7, I announced my retirement from full-time ministry effective Sunday October23.
This was a decision that did not come easily, nor did I take it lightly. There are
many good things happening in this church and through its congregation and it
would be wonderful to continue to journey with you into the future! But after a
great deal of prayer, it became evident that it was time for me to step aside for
personal and professional reasons.
The Executive Committee of the church is charged with the responsibility of
hiring the interim pastor to serve this church while to search process for a fully
called clergyperson is underway. This process has already begun. Following the
hire of an interim minister, name will be put forth for a Search Committee which
will be voted on at a special meeting of the congregation. This committee will
then begin the important work of seeking and calling your next pastor.
I would ask that you give these committees and church leadership, especially
your church moderator, Don Clarke and vice moderator, Wayne Domin, your
prayerful support. And above all else exercise patience! While I will say that this
church has much to offer a prospective candidate and that is in your favor,
there is no guarantee that this will be a quick and easy process.
But God has been with this church for 198+ years and 19 pastors, many associate pastors, and ministry support staff, and God will continue to be with you.
So, I wish you well and God’s blessings and, in the meantime, let’s continue
working together for the future of this church and congregation!
With gratitude and humility, yours in Christ,
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It’s time for
FAITH FORMATION!!!
We’ll see you soon for Faith Formation

--Sunday, September 11, 2022 at 9:30!
All school age people are welcome in our multi-age group
- we need you older kids to help support the younger
ones! Mark your calendar, we’ll be meeting on the second
Sunday of every month.
Diane and Matt are looking forward to hearing about your
summer and getting your help in planning activities for

the fall.
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The Outreach Ministries Committee will meet in early September and begin talking
about our food booth for the Pumpkin Festival .
Our hope is to have many of the same food items we have had in past years.
Pumpkin Rolls, frito pie, corn chowder, chili, cider, hot
dogs, and more.
More details are forthcoming and we will be asking for
donations to make this a success just like before.
This year’s Pumpkin Festival will be only one day, October 29th, from Noon until 9:00 PM.
We will be needing donations of hot dogs and buns,
corn chowder, fritos, homemade chili, grated cheese,
diced onions, and more. A list will be included next Friday in the NewsBlast.
TO CHURCH MEMBERS AND FRIENDS,
Our Chancel Choir will be resuming rehearsals and
Sunday services following Labor Day. Specifically, the
first rehearsal will be on Thursday – September 8th at
7:00,
and the first Sunday service will be on September 11th.
During the regular season, the Choir warms up at 8:45
and the service begins at 9:30.
If you enjoy singing and are interested in joining,
please speak with Music Director, Bob Bengtson in person,
by phone at (603) 528-8021,
or via email at krbengtson@mowglis.org
Our Choir Members share a wonderful sense of community, and they learn and
perform varying styles of music from a broad range of periods and traditions.
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Book Discussion
DOWN EAST
Missed our Mission trip to Down East?
Please join us as we discuss the book Down East and share some of our
experiences of volunteering at the Maine Seacoast Mission.

Gigi Georges, the author, shared in an interview in the Portland Press
Herald that she “thinks the book resonates with people because it carries
an upbeat message about rural America”.
She was “struck by how much the girls loved the area they lived in and
how these communities bonded together despite the many challenges.”
This book discussion will take place on September 21st in our upstairs
Parish House Library
Lanie Perry one of the
girls from the book
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September BIRTHDAYS

09/01

Elaine Morrison

9/17

Angel McCarty

09/02

Dan Makely III

9/17

Rose Marie Phillips

09/04

Chad Vaillancourt

9/18

Jeffrey Folsom

09/04

Sara Ellerbeck

9/19

Diane Tinkham

09/09

Nancy Hemlin

9/19

Sally Tinkham

09/10

Eric Nelson

9/20

Eugenie Hamilton

09/10

Tara Shore

9/20

Bill Gile

09/11

Diana Walch

9/20

David Degler

09/12

Roberta Lincoln

9/22

Andrew Kurz

09/13

Cindy Bronson

9/23

Ashley Coddington

09/14

Robert Harrington

9/25

Shelby Trevor

09/14

Carole Veer

9/26

Brianna Renaud

09/14

Martha Clement

9/27

Molly Hazelton

09/15

Shiloh Joyal-Myers

9/28

Madisen Wood

09/16

Mary Grant

9/29

Bob Hunt

09/16

Samantha Durgin
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Congregational Church of Laconia-UCC
Coffee Hours
September 4

Education Ministry

September 11

Outreach

September 18

Parish Activities

September 25

Property & Finance

October 2

Worship & Music

October 9

Diaconate

October 16

starts over again in the same order as above
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