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Dear Friends,
I spent Monday evening watching the YouTube recording of Rev. Wilson’s final Sunday as
your Senior Minister. It was a very touching service that included poignant farewells, stirring
music and heartfelt tributes – both live and recorded. While it was difficult to say goodbye to the
Wilsons, you honored them well and set the stage for a healthy transition. Pastor Neil’s sermon
about God’s Economy and our feelings of scarcity amidst God’s abundance was very timely for
the journey ahead.
In any time of pastoral transition, it is easy to believe that we do not have enough:

for the journey!).

In my conversations with members and friends of Congregational Church of Laconia, however,
I can tell that you are a congregation of abundance:

– and a sharing spirit.
-equipped with an abundance of gifted lay leaders.
- and a willingness to adapt as needed.
As we embark together on this pastoral transition, I encourage us to spend time focusing on the
abundance of gifts that we do have to share as opposed to any perceived scarcity of resources. I
am hopeful that we will live more fully into the Purpose of CCL as outlined in the formal documents of this church:
The purpose of this Church is the gathering of people to celebrate and promote the worship of
God, as made known to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ, and to put into action these
teachings through compassionate ministry for all of God’s creation.
May it be so, abundantly!
With you on the journey,
Campbell Lovett — Interim Pastor
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The Congregation came together on
Sunday, October 23rd to share a meal
and say a heartfelt farewell to Pastor
Neil and Donna Wilson. They will certainly be missed!
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Greeters/Ushers Desperately Needed for December!
Can it be possible that we are within two months of Christmas??? And your Worship & Music
Committee is still in need of two people to serve as Greeter/Ushers for the month of December.
Just what are the job responsibilities?
You would arrive a bit early every Sunday of the month, be the smiling face of welcome, and assist in
worship by distributing bulletins, taking attendance, and helping in other easy ways. Yes, December
Greeter/Ushers also work the Christmas Eve service–or at the very least arrange for someone else to do
so (as you can always do should you not be available weekly.) This is a wonderful job for old and new
members alike. No experience necessary! A set of guidelines will be sent to you when you’re hired!
Please contact
lmussarigeltz@gmail.com.

Mountaineering During My Faith Journey
When I was 20 years old, I went on an outdoor adventure in Oregon. I was
searching for direction and exploring what it meant to be a leader. Having dabbled in outdoor adventures, I decided to sign up for a three-week course in
mountaineering run by Outward Bound. I can’t recall exactly what captured my
imagination about this particular course, but it was way out of my comfort
zone – exactly where I wanted to be. Outward Bound’s mission is “to change
lives through challenge and discovery”. It strikes me now that its vision is similar to that of the United Church of Christ, which often talks about “changing
lives”. I have always been captivated by OB’s logo, “To Serve, To Strive, and
Not to Yield”. Come to think about it, that could describe my faith journey,
which has always been rooted in service to others, striving for understanding
and justice, and not yielding until the work of the Church is done. Maybe my
mountaineering course was my first intense faith experience and I didn’t even know it! I sure learned a lot about
mountaineering, but more about myself and how I wanted to live my life.
Enough about me – what about you? What sent you in the right direction? Where do you want to take our
Church? Grab an ice axe and let’s get going…
— Dan Tinkham from Your Stewardship Committee
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LUNCH & LEARN
Thursday, November 3, 12 to 1 PM
Presenter: Dan Tinkham
Topic: A New View of the Lakes Region
Please join us for an opportunity to learn about the Lakes Region from up above using LiDAR imagery.
What is that? Come and find out!
Dan will teach us about the geology of our area through this
new type of map and how he uses them in his job as a hydrogeologist.
Bring your lunch and join us in the Church Hall as we learn
with and from each other.

“Scarves in the
Square”

Dear Church Family,
There will be a Memorial Service
to celebrate the life of beloved
church member, Peg Petrie on
Saturday, November 5, at 10
a.m.

Stitches of Love is ready for
“Scarves in the Square” on Friday, November 4 from 10 a.m. 2 p.m. The scarves will be displayed on the property around
the church in Veteran’s Square.

Thanks to all for your gracious hospitality at my Mom’s funeral service.
We were able to gather together with our extended family and celebrate Mom’s life.
From the Prelude to the Benediction, the service was lovely. We appreciate being able to visit, share a meal, and talk about Mom’s long
life, as well as catching up on each other’s lives — And even play a
game of Skip-Bo in her honor!
— Martha Bryenton, Tom Meade & Family
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Peg died on May 16, 2020 after a
time of illness. We all loved Peg,
who was moderator, sang in the
choir, a regular at Bible Studies,
leader in Stitches of Love, faithful
volunteer for Got! Lunch and
more!
Please come to remember Peg
and meet her family. Pass the
word to all who knew her.
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November
Birthdays
11/01

Cynthia Shippee

11/13

Dan Outhoummontry

11/02

Lauren Emond Hobbs

11/16

Penny Lamarre

11/04

Bob Phillips

11/17

William Davis

11/05

Sandy Braillier

11/17

Linda Shea

11/06

Stephen Bobotas

11/17

Dylan Lines

11/06

Connie Clark

11/17

Harmony Solomon

11/07

Elaine Smith

11/19

Luann Mussari

11/08

Helga Brunkhardt

11/21

Joe Smath

11/23

Chuck Laurent

11/23

Rebecca Beane

11/26

Mark Morris

11/10

Mary Lou Birch

11/11

John Gill

11/12

Kathy Giovanni

11/27

Trevor Hunt

11/13

Kay Vercoe

11/30

Wayne Domin

11/13

Judith Genre

11/13

Dan Outhoummontry
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Congregational Church of Laconia-UCC
Coffee Hours
November 6

Parish Activities

November 13

Educational Ministries*

November 20

Property & Finance

November 27

Worship & Finance

* Full coffee hour with beverages & refreshments.

NOVEMBER

BOOK DISCUSSION
Wednesday, Nov 16th, 12 PM—Parish House Library

This first novel in Alexander McCall Smith’s widely
acclaimed The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency series tells the story of the delightfully cunning and
enormously engaging Precious Ramotswe, who is
drawn to her profession to “help people with
problems in their lives.” Immediately upon setting
up shop in a small storefront in Gaborone, she is
hired to track down a missing husband, uncover a
con man, and follow a wayward daughter. But the
case that tugs at her heart, and lands her in danger, is a missing eleven-year-old boy, who may
have been snatched by witchdoctors.
All Are Welcome!
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