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Tower Tidings 
Congregational Church of Laconia United Church of Christ  

18 Veterans Square, Laconia, New Hampshire  03246 

 603-524-0668        www.laconiaucc.org 

July 2023 
• Pastor’s Letter 

• Live & Silent Auction 

• Bob Harrington      

honored 

• One Life Africa 

• Gift from AA Group 

• Vacation Bible School 

• July Hike 

• Seacoast Mission     

Update 

• Birthdays 

Staff:  

Interim Pastor: 
Campbell Lovett 
 
 Director of Music: 
 K. Robert Bengtson 
 
Financial Secretary: 
Carolyn Jorgensen 
carolyn@laconiaucc.org 
 
Communications  
Associate:  
Karen McDowell 
karen@laconiaucc.org 
 
Sexton: 
Chuck Laurent    
 
Church Office 
603-524-0668 

Summer office hours  

Mon. Wed.  9-3; Fri.  9-1 

 

Interim Notes 
(Occasional “Food for Thought” in Less than 350 Words) 

 
You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world 

Matthew 5: 13 - 14 
 
“Who brought the onion pita bread?”  
 
It was Communion Sunday at a church I once served, and the Deacons were 
cleaning up from the service. Someone had purchased onion pita bread in-
stead of plain pita and people were complaining. The bread didn’t taste like 
it usually did. I thought it was great. If the bread is supposed to be “the 
body of Christ” a little onion or maybe even some garlic might actually be 
more literal. But that wasn’t the point. It was not the “right” bread. 
 
That incident reminded me of the folks who went hunting and agreed that 
one person would keep cooking until someone complained - and then that 
person would take over. Everyone was so complimentary of all the meals 
that the same person was stuck with the cooking. He decided to oversalt 
everything so a complaint could relieve him of his duties. People began to 
eat. They looked at each other with pursed lips. Finally, someone said, 
“Wow that food is so salty,” but then quickly added, “just the way I like it!” 
 
In every church there are particular ways to do things. Inevitably someone 
is going to complain if things are not the way they have always been. How-
ever, it is okay to color outside the lines now and again. It’s in trying new 
things that creativity is sparked. That can be the fun of the interim time.  
 
Maybe churches should institute the complaining rule as well. If there is an 
objection about this, that or the other thing, it is the complainers turn to un-
dertake the task. I’m not advocating for oversalted potlucks, or purposefully 
poor meetings, but I am curious to see what would happen if we became 
more affirming, more encouraging and more welcoming.  
 
With you on the journey, 
Campbell Lovett 
Interim Pastor 
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Congregational Church of Laconia member, Bob 

Harrington, was honored for his 50 years of 

service to the Laconia Housing Authority. The 

Sunrise Community buildings were dedicat-

ed on June 27 in honor of Bob. It will now be 

known as the Robert M. Harrington Campus. 

Pictured with Bob at the unveiling of the brass 

plaque are Laconia's mayor, Andrew Hosmer, 

and United States Representative, Chris Pap-

pas. Many church members were in attend-

ance to cheer for Bob.  

https://www.laconiadailysun.com/news/local/robert-m-harrington-campus-dedicated-tuesday/

collection_0330c4d6-1513-11ee-9368-0782d3524e6e.html 

On Sunday, July 30, please remember to bring a single 

flower from your garden to be combined to form a beau-

tiful bouquet. We all look and act differently. God loves us 

all the same and all are welcomed in our church. When 

you leave church, take a different flower than the one you 

brought to spread the joy of community. The flowers peo-

ple bring for the vase, to put on the altar, will be in the narthex beginning at 8:30.  

Many thanks to John Gill for photographing our  
2023 office staff. 

 
Front Row from Left to Right:  

Karen McDowell and Carolyn Jorgenson 

 

Back Row from Left to Right: Chuck Laurent, Bob 
Bengtson, Campbell Lovett and Mike Marshall 

Sunrise Community buildings rededicated as 
Robert M. Harrington Campus 
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OneLife Africa Student 

This is a summary of Margaret, a 

OneLife Africa student  that the  

Bralliers and Tunnicliffes  helped 

pay tuition for High School in 

Kenya. She is now graduating 

from law school! We are so 

blessed that we attend Laconia 

UCC that has also helped make a 

difference for HS students in Ken-

ya that have to pay for the privi-

lege to be educated. 

Andrew Onguka: 

My heart has been brimming with 

joy and gratitude this month as we 

celebrate the remarkable achieve-

ments of Reagan and Margaret, 

two incredible individuals who 

have journeyed from complex 

contexts and emerged as distin-

guished graduates in their medical 

and Law professions. This mo-

mentous milestone not only re-

flects their unwavering determina-

tion and resilience but also stands as a testament to the transformative power of education 

and the profound impact of support and guidance. 

It is my prayer that Reagan and Margaret will serve as beacons of hope, gratitude, and in-

spiration, using their knowledge and skills to make a lasting impact in their respective 

fields, bringing healing and justice to those in need. 

I acknowledge the sacrificial giving by OneLife Africa donors. The impact of your tireless 

efforts and unwavering support cannot be overstated. Your belief in the potential of these 

individuals, your investment in their education and discipleship have paved the way for 

their success. 

Through your generosity, you have given them wings to soar, and for that, we are eternally 

grateful. We give all the glory to God!  
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The Laconia Original Group of Alcoholics 

Anonymous was founded in 1948 and 

has been meeting at the Laconia Congre-

gational Church Parish House since 

1958. On June 8, the group celebrated its 

75th Anniversary and expressed their 

deepest gratitude "for the Church's 65-

year history of loving care and support." 

As an expression of gratitude, the group 

gifted the church this rose bush for our 

Peace Garden.  

 

Belknap House Shelter Assistants Needed 
Are you interested in working with families who are experiencing homeless-
ness? Consider applying for a job as a Shelter Assistant at Belknap House and join 
a team committed to helping families become independent and self-sufficient. The 
job of the Shelter Assistant ensures a safe environ-
ment and smooth operations of Belknap House, in 
compliance with the shelter’s goals, mission and vi-
sion. The role includes working directly with families 
and assisting with the volunteer base to meet the 
needs of Belknap House. The Shelter Assistant pro-
vides support, encouragement and accountability to 
help families achieve their goals. Immediate part-time 
positions available. Hourly rate $14 -$16/
hour. Weekend work is necessary. Interested appli-
cants should contact Tom Sica: Housemgr@belknaphouse.org or call (603) 527-
8097. 

Congregational Church of Laconia’s history of  

supporting sobriety recognized by AA group 

The next Men’s Breakfast will meet on  

Friday, July 7, at the Water Street Café.  

Wear something patriotic! 
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Afternoon Hike to the Franklin Falls Dam 
On Sunday June 11, a group of hikers 

from our church walked to the Frank-

lin Falls Dam in Franklin NH.  It was a 

rare sunny day in between so much 

rain and clouds.  Diane L. showed that 

she was a true nature-woman by al-

lowing a carpenter bee to land and 

hitch a ride on her arm.  (Carpenter 

bees look like bumble bees and are not 

aggressive).  Joe S. was glad he had GPS 

to help navigate the group through the 

myriad intersecting mountain 

bike trails and the disc-golf 

course.  Millie (the dog) had a 

great time walking her own-

ers Gran & Lorraine B. along 

the way.  And who can forget 

the lanky disc-golfer winding 

up and then unleashing his disc 

that sailed for what seemed 

like forever into the gaping 

maw of the field below the 

dam?  We enjoyed companion-

ship, views, sunshine, and 

marveling at a truly immense and historic structure.  See the following page for 

information about our next hike this summer. 
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Return to Maine Seacoast Mission Update  
Our second Mission Trip to the Maine Seacoast Mission (MSM) in Cherryfield, Maine 
will take place the 
week of August 20-25.  
 
The following volun-
teers are already on 
board. 
 
• Beth Shehadi 

• Diane Lockwood 

• Kathy Giovanni 

• Mary Ellen Azem 

• Andy Giovanni 

• John Intorico 

• Dan Tinkham 

• Dave Emond 

• Neil & Donna Wilson 

 
If you have any questions, call or email Dave Emond 
at dave.emond57@gmailcom or 603-455-4839.  
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7/3   Sally Sessler  

7/4   Susan Smith 

7/6   Charlotte Landow 

7/6   Katharine Dade 

7/7   Dee Laurent 

7/8   Beth Shehadi 

7/8   Mark Liebl 

7/9   Ted Tunnicliffe 

7/10   Katherine Phelps 

7/12   Jennifer Muzzey 

7/14   Dan Tinkham 

7/15   Matthew Fink 

7/16   Alex Prescott 

7/17   Arthur Burbank 

7/19   Russell Beane 

7/20  Vera Pierce 

7/21  Liana Gilbert-Crowell 

7/23  Roberta Neylon 

7/24  Lucy Dow 

7/26  Dawn Marcel 

7/26  Emily Clement 

7/27  Eian Darling 

7/29  Peter Dupak 

7/31  Karen McDowell 

8/2  Nicolas Austin 

8/2  Piper Wood 

8/3  John Cosgriff 

8/4  Bea Lanning 

8/4  Nicholas Oakes 

8/5  Eric Simmon 

 

   

July 

Birthdays 
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