CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF LACONIA
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FEBRUARY 1, 2026 9:30A M.

AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING AND JUST PEACE CHURCH

REV. ELIZA TWEEDY, PASTOR
K. ROBERT BENGTSON, ORGANIST

18 VETERANS SQUARE, LACONIA NH 03246
603) 524-0668
CHURCHOFFICE@LACONIAUCC.ORG




Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
MNo matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey,
You are welcome in this place.

Introit Our God, Our Help in Ages Past
Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship

What does the Lord require of you?

To do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.

What does God command of us?

To love God with all our heart, and all our soul, and all our mind, and all our strength,
and to love our neighbor as ourselves.

God does not call us to ease or to comfort.

But to presence, and abundance, and grace in our struggle.

Let us worship the God who believes in us, and trusts in us, and abides with us.

Let us worship the God who will ask much of us, but will be beside us every step of
the way.

*Hymn 391 How Blest Are Those Insert

Prayer of Confession**

Holy God, we have done nothing to merit being in your dwelling place.

We have not led perfect lives. We have not always done what is right in your sight, o
spoken the truth that you have sealed in our hearts. We have done harm, intentionalh
or not, to both those we love and to those we refuse to love as we should. We have
not been faithful stewards of this holy creation and all that it has given to us, but haw
often put barriers around that which should be shared freely with the least of these.
Hear our cry, God of our hope, as we confess that which weighs us down, and
separates us from one another and from you.

Redeeming God, save us from our foolishness and guide us to your wisdom. Gather
us in your righteousness and redemption. Forgive us for we are seeking your light
and your salvation. Cleanse us of our brokenness that we might do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with you. Amen.

Moment for Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon**
In the assurance that nothing we can do can ever keep us from the dwelling places God
prepares for us, God came to dwell with us through the body and being of Jesus Christ.



Christ came to be with us, amongst us, and for us. Hear the good news of the Gospel: in

Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Alleluia! Amen!

Anthem Offertory John Ness Beck
Scripture: Micah 6:1-8, Matthew 5:1-12 Insert
Sermon Categorizing God

Prayers of the People
Invitation to the Table***
Communion Prayer***

Prayer of Our Savior

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Blessing of the Elements
Sharing of the Elements

Prayer of Thanksgiving

God of blessing, we give thanks for your presence here with us in bread and in cup,
in the sustenance that feeds our bodies and calls our spirits back to you. We give
thanks for the reminder that we are none of us whole without you; without the love
and mercy that you pour out on us with such abundance. We give thanks for the ways
that from the wholeness we experience at this table, we can bring healing and mercy
to a hurting world, following in the way that you have put before us: of justice, of
mercy, of blessings. Amen.

Call to Offering

Offertory In Remembrance Buryl Red/Ragan Courtney

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen



*Prayer of Dedication

God of all, you do not call us to fasts of suffering as proof of our holiness: you call us
to fasts of solidarity, of walking with those who are in need, even as you walk with us.
And so we ask your blessing upon all that we bring to your service: our treasure, but
also our hands and our feet, our hearts and our spirits. May all that we give today be
blessing to the Body of Christ. Amen.

*Hymn 575 O for a World
*Benediction
*Benediction Response Hold Us In Your Grace

Postlude Voluntary in D Major William Selby

**loosely adapted from a prayer written by Stephen Fearing, and posted on Wild and Precious

Life. http://www.stephenmfearing.com/
***adapted from a liturgy written by Silvia Purdie, February 2018

Coffee Hour Hosts Educational Ministries

Altar Flowers given by Diane Lockwood
In honor of my husband Richard J. Lockwood's birthday February 1st

Book Club - February 25th 10:00a.m. in the Library
Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer

Women's Breakfast February 18th, 8:30AM at the Water Street Cafe
Men's Breakfast February 6™ & 20th, 8:00 AM at the Water Street Café

Donate here for the mission and ministry of the church!

Did you hear something you want to revisit? Or share?

Find us on YouTube!
https://www.youtube.com/@congregationalchurchoflaco9812




