CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF LACONIA
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

MAY 3, 2026 930 A.M.

AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING AND JUST PEACE CHURCH

18 VETERANS SQUARE, LACONIA NH 03246
603-524-0668
CHURCHOFFICE@LACONIAUCC.ORG

REV. ELIZA TWEEDY, PASTOR
K. ROBERT BENGTSON, ORGANIST



Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey
You are welcome in this place.

Introit For the Beauty of the Earth
Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship

We come to worship you, O God of all, who are our refuge and our security.

You are our guide, Holy One, who keeps us from the traps and pitfalls of life.

We worship you, to whom we commit our lives and our spirit. For you have seen us as we
are, and known us fully, and your love for us is steadfast.

In our grief as in our joy, you are with us. Your mercy will never let us go.

We worship you, O God, our rock and our redeemer!

We sing praise to you, God of all, for the love you pour out upon all Creation!

*Hymn 569 Touch the Earth Light

Prayer of Confession**

Before God and God's people, we confess that we have been reluctant to speak out
clearly, naming the injustice we see and declaring God's vision. Before God and one
another, we confess our reluctance to care for all of Creation as though we were
caring for Christ, to see every living thing as made by God and bearing God’'s image
and spirit. Remind us, God, that you have made us for your service, not for our own
sakes but for all that you have made, and blessed, and called beautiful. Recharge us
with your Word, by which Creation was begun. Renew us for the stewardship of this
interconnected, interdependent world. Grant us courage to live out your way of
creativity and grace, of joy and love for all that lives.

Moment for Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon™

God has promised that whenever we repent and seek a new union with God, forgiveness is
ours. That promise comes true now. Kindred in Christ, know that in Christ Jesus, love
incarnate, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

Anthem

Scripture: Acts 7: 3741, 51-60
»“This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, 'God will raise up a prophet for you from your
own people as he raised me up.’ *He is the one who was in the congregation in the



wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai and with our ancestors, and he
received living oracles to give to us. *Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him; instead, they
pushed him aside, and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, »saying to Aaron, 'Make
gods for us who will lead the way for us; as for this Moses who led us out from the land of
Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him." « At that time they made a calf, offered a
sacrifice to the idol, and reveled in the works of their hands.

="You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing the
Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. =Which of the prophets did your ancestors not
persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you
have become his betrayers and murderers. =You are the ones who received the law as
ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it."=When they heard these things, they
became enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen.= =But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed
into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ="Look,”
he said, “| see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" =
But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. =Then
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats
at the feet of a young man named Saul. *While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.” «Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

Sermon

Prayers of the People
Call to Offering
Offertory

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Bless us, O God of all, and all that we dedicate to your service. For our hands and our
hearts, with which we care for those who are hurting and comfort all that suffers; for
the time and attention we bring to your image in forms and bodies unlike our own; for
the treasure that we give in acknowledgement that we have nothing apart from you
and the blessings you have bestowed upon this world. May we live into your creative
Spirit with humility and grace, showing your love to all the world. Amen.



*Hymn Blue Boat Home Insert
*Benediction

*Benediction Response

Postlude
**adapted from a prayer in the United Church of Christ's Worship Ways Archive.

***adapted from a prayer written by the Very Rev. Dr. Sheilagh
Kesting. _htip://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/

Alter Flowers In celebration of flowers ready to bloom, Given by Cindy Carter

*Please Stand in body or in spirit
Coffee Hour hosted by Educational Ministries

Book Club will meet on the 4™ Wednesday of every month at 1pm

Women's Breakfast May 20th, 8:30AM at the Water Street Cafe
Men's Breakfast May 15th, 8:00 AM at the Water Street Café

https://www.laconiaucc.org/giving/ https://bit.ly/LacoCongoLive

Donate here for the mission and ministry Did you hear something you want to
of the church! revisit? Or share? Find us on YouTube!




