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Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey
You are welcome in this place.

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 139)

We've come to worship God, who loved us before we were yet born, who knows us even
better than we know ourselves, whose presence never leaves us, and whose love for us
never ceases.

This is our God, whose love for us is beyond all our imagination.

This is our God, whom we worship and praise!

*Hymn 465 Teach Me, O Lord, Your Holy Way

Prayer of Invocation™

God of the seasons, God of the years, God of the eons,

Alpha and Omega, before us and after us.

You promise and we wait: we wait with eager longing, we wait amid doubt and anxiety, we
wait with patience thin

and then doubt, and then we take life into our own hands.

We wait because you are the one and the only one. We wait for your peace and your mercy,
for your justice and your good rule.

Give us your spirit that we may wait obediently and with discernment, caringly and
without passivity, trustingly and without cynicism, honestly and without utopianism.
Grant that our wait may be appropriate to your coming soon and very soon, soon and not
late, late but not too late.

We wait while the world groans in eager longing.

Special Music Ashokan Farewell Jay Unger
Virginia Barunas, Flute

Scripture: Genesis 28: 10-19a Tyler Jacques

= Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. +He came to a certain place and stayed
there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it
under his head and lay down in that place. “And he dreamed that there was a stairway« set
up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and
descending on it. *And the LORD stood beside himv and said, “| am the LORD, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie | will give to you and to
your offspring, «and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread



abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and all the families of
the earth shall be blessed= in you and in your offspring. “Know that | am with you and will
keep you wherever you go and will bring you back to this land, for | will not leave you until |
have done what | have promised you.” »Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely
the LORD is in this place—and | did not know it!" »And he was afraid and said, "How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.”

»So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head
and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. *He called that place Bethel.

Sermon
Prayers of the People

Prayer of Our Savior

Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Call to Offering

Offertory Tambourin Francis Joseph Gossec
Virginia Barunas, Flute

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below,

Praise God for all that love has done

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

God of all, you have been steadfast in your love of us, all of our lives. You have never
waited until we were ready to receive you, before pouring out your blessings upon us.
So we give of our time, our talent, and our treasure; we are generous with our kindred
as you have been generous with us. Bless all that we give, we pray, that your will
might be done, right here and right now. Amen.

*Hymn 2 Glory, Glory, Hallelujah!

*Benediction



Postlude A Rondel Charles Callahan

Altar Flowers
Happy 29" Wedding Anniversary Greg and Hollis!
Given by the loving couple!!!

Coffee Hour hosted by Diaconate

*Please Stand in body or in spirit

**adapted from a prayer written by the Rev. Dr. Walter Bruggeman and posted on the Prayers
and Creeds website. hitp.//prayersandcreeds.wordpress.com/

Women's Breakfast August 19th, 8:30AM at the Water Street Cafe
Men's Breakfast July 24™ 8:00 AM at the Water Street Café

Donate here for the mission and ministry Did you hear something you want to
of the church! revisit? Or share? Find us on YouTube!

hitps://www.laconiaucc.org/giving/ hitps://bit.ly/LacoCongoLive




