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Christianity For Heathens by Jay Hulme
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Love everyone as if everyone is holy,
as it everyone’s intrinsically worthy,
as if the streets are strewn with Christ
taking naps in empty doorways.

i,

Love yourself as if you are loved,

as if you were never an accident,

as if everything you were meant to be
waits for you to claim it

iis,

Love the world as if it were a gift,

as if you were made as part of it,

as if you were meant to tend to it —
every inch of earth is Holy Ground.

iv,

Love justice, and kindness, and truth,
as if everything depends on it

as if everything depends on ir.
Everything depends on it.

.

You were given a gift, and trusted.
Love it all, love ir all,

love it always.
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Know this, if you know anything ar all:
Life is no challenge, nor test;
life is love.
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I'-'-.:I:ﬂ::-::t it back in abundance.
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Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey
You are welcome in this place.

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship (from Zecharaiah 9)

Come and celebrate, people of God! Sing and shout your praise!

For our God comes to us: triumphant and victorious, yet gentle and humble of heart.
He comes bringing peace, offering hope and freedom to all who despair.

Let's worship God together!

Hymn 484 O Come to Me, You Weary

Prayer of Confession*™

God, we have become proficient in the words and movements of a church service. W
can say all the correct words, but sometimes we leave our hearts far behind. Have we
practiced our worship to make it predictable and safe, separating ourselves from the
world and calling it rest? We have sometimes kept ourselves busy, but for many, self
sufficiency has left exhaustion in its wake, and we are left anxious and bereft.

We give up trying to get our act together! We come to you now, as you have
summoned us. Show us your heart and train us in humility. We ask for insight to see
and to seize opportunities for the rest you grant, not just to us but to the world
together.

Moment for Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon (adapted from Psalm 145)

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The Lord is good to all, and has compassion over all.

In God's love, we are made whole. By God's mercy, we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

Special Music Siciliana and Allegro from Partita ll George Philipp Telemanr
Phil Breton, Obot

Scripture: Matthew 11:2-6, 16-18, 25-30

:When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples :anc
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” «Jesus
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: sthe blind receive their sight, the
lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and
the poor have good news brought to them. *And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at
me."=“But to what will | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplace
and calling to one another,~"We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we



wailed,and you did not mourn.’#“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say,
‘He has demon’; =the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds."” =At that time Jesus said, “| thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; =yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. = All things have been handed over to
me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

=“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you
rest. *Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. =For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Sermon

Prayers of the People

Invitation to the Table

Come to the table, you who are exhausted by the demands of the world.

We come to remember that we are people of the kin-dom, beloved and forgiven.
Come to the table, you who carry the burdens of this world.

We come to hold in community that which we cannot carry on our own.

Communion Prayer**

O God, our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you. You are beyond our busy
imaginings, far above our elevated constructions of thought. Yet you meet us in the
dust. Your footprints cross ours. Behind us and before us you tread the path, you
lead the way, you celebrate, you bow low, you lift us up. You look upon us through
the face of the poor; you bless us in the nurture of friendship; you challenge us in the
cries for justice and the weeping for hope.

Yoked to Jesus your Son, joined in oneness with yourself, we strain against your
direction that calls us into community over individuality; summoned to follow your
way, our fear becomes a burden to ourselves and others; asked to stand up, we
become angry and defensive in our own inadequacy and our own discrediting.
Through your spirit, Holy Wisdom, call us out of our bondage to fixed patterns when
they no longer serve you; call us to the celebration of goodness and joy, when all
seems hopeless and despairing; call us to the vulnerability of community and
connection, even when distance and isolation feel temptingly safe.

Lift us from our fear that we may see your vision, know your wisdom, and find our
rest in you, through Jesus Christ our incarnate Savior, who taught us to pray saying:

Prayer of Our Savior

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen



Call to Offering
Offertory Let There Be Peace On Earth Phil Breton, Piano

*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication**

God of grace and mercy, we give to you of our time, our talent, our treasure. We give,
not out of a burdensome obligation that must be fulfilled, but in thanksgiving for the
possibilities of faith: for the good news that is brought to those who are in need, for
the love that is made real in the Body of Christ. Bless all that we give, and all that we
do in your holy name, that, yoked to you, we might find freedom and peace beyond all
that the world gives. Amen.

Hymn 5§92 God of the Ages, Who with Sure Command
Benediction

Benediction Response

Postlude

** adapted from a prayer written by Dorcas, and posted on RevGalBlogPals.
http:/irevgalprayerpals.blogspot.ca/
*** adapted from a prayer written by William Loader

Altar Flowers
Are given to celebrate the 2501 Anniversary of the United States of America
By Margie Kreitler

Coffee Hour hosted by Property and Finance

Wumen's Breakfast July 15th, 8:30AM at the Water Street Cafe
Men's Breakfast July 10" & 24™ 8:00 AM at the Water Street Café

Donate here for the mission and ministry Did you hear something you want to
of the church! revisit? Or share? Find us on YouTube!

hitps://www laconiaucc.org/giving/ https://bit.ly/LacoCongoLive




