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Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life's journey,
You are welcome in this place

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Call to Worship

We gather here in anticipation, seeking an encounter with our Holy God, who comes
among us when we least expect it, who invites us to wrestle with our questions and
doubts, who richly blesses us, and calls us each by name.

Let's worship God together!

*Hymn 164 Arise, Your Light is Come

Camp Mowglis Brass Choir
Prayer of Confession™
Merciful God, the story of Jacob shows your willingness to enter into the messiness of our
human struggles—into fractured relationships, family differences, un-reconciled situations
with people we care about. It shows the grace in which you hold our anxiety, our need for
control.
Yet we confess that too often we hold on because we do not want to loosen our grip
on our possessions and our self interest. Too often, our fear feels safer than your
mercy, and the vulnerability that comes of owning our brokenness. Often, we fear that
our very lives will be dislocated by your kingdom values of justice, mercy and peace.
Help us to wrestle with the conflicting values, desires and pressures that confront us daily so
that we can unclench our hands and open ourselves to the transforming power of the Holy
Spirit.
Grant us the courage to trust in you, to allow you to love us for the fullness of who we
are. May we, in accepting your love, be able to fully embrace others in their pain, and
in their own belovedness. May we, in your name, accept the cost as well as the joy of
discipleship.

Moment for Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon

God of mercy, we know that your love will never abandon us, even when we struggle to
trust. Your hand remains outstretiched to us, even when we refuse to see it. However much
we fear, you remain steadfast. However much we turn our backs on you, you forgive us, by
grace. Thanks be to you, Almighty God! Amen.

Special Music O Waly Waly Trad. English Melody
Jay Gulitti, Trumpet



Scripture: Genesis 32: 22-31

22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 2 He took them and sent them across the stream, and
likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until
daybreak. 2 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the
hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 2 Then he said, “Let
me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.”
2 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 2 Then the manl said,
“You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, B for you have striven with God and with
humans and have prevailed.” 2® Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he
said, “Why is it that you ask my name?" And there he blessed him. 3 So Jacob called the
place Peniel, ¥ saying, “For | have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” ¥ The
sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

Sermon
Prayers of the People

Invitation to the Table

Come to the table, you who are exhausted by the demands of the world.

We come to remember that we are people of the kin-dom, beloved and forgiven.
Come to the table, you who carry the burdens of this world.

We come to hold in community that which we cannot carry on our own.

Communion Prayer**

Prayer of Our Savior

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Blessing of the Elements

Sharing of the Elements
All of the elements are gluten-free and non-alcoholic.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Through Jesus Christ, love incarnate, we have come to know and love you; we have
seen your love and mercy in action; we have caught a glimpse of your heart, and we
have heard the call to follow. We give thanks for the faith that you have in us, for the
grace that continues to call us towards the Kingdom. Bless us as we set out from this
place of respite and mercy, to continue seeking the healing that shows your ongoing
presence in this world. Amen.



Call to Offering
Offertory Colin Soukup, Piano

Doxology

Praise God from who all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God for all that love has done
Creator, Christ, Spirit, One. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Holy God, we give thanks to you for the ways that you accompany us throughout our
lives. And we thank you for the ways in which you encourage us, even when it feels
like wrestling. In all seasons of our lives, and in all ways we need, you are there for
us. So we ask your blessing upon these gifts, through which we strive to accompany
and encourage those around us, for the sake of your kingdom here on earth. Amen

Hymn 592 God of the Ages, Who With Sure Command
Benediction

Benediction Response

Postlude Prelude in C Major J.S. Bach

** adapted from a prayer posted on The Church of Scotland's Starters for Sunday website.
“** adapted from a prayer written by William Loader

Thank you to the Camp Mowglis Brass Choir for bringing your music to our worship!
Alltar Flowers to all our Children given by Janet Janke

Coffee Hour hosted by Qutreach
Women's Breakfast August 19th, 8:30AM at the Water Street Café
Men's Breakfast August 7" & 21% 8:00 AM at the Water Street Café

Donate here for the mission and ministry Did you hear something you want to
of the church! revisit? Or share? Find us on YouTube!

https://www.laconiaucc.org/giving/ https://bit ly/LacoCongoLive




