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Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life's journey,
You are welcome in this place.

Call to Worship**

We gather together to worship the God of our ancestors:

the God of Abraham and Sarah, of Miriam and Moses, the God who hears the cries of
Creation and comes to our aid; who makes holy our ordinary ground, and calls us
follow; who invites us to leave our selfish ways behind, take up the cross—the
discipleship that asks something of us, even as it liberates all Creation.

This is our God!

Let's worship together.

Hymn 24 The God of Abraham Praise

Prayer of Confession**

God of fire, you are a force beyond human understanding, with the power to sear
through the veins of creation with passion and cleansing power, or to extinguish life
in consuming flame. Your presence is dangerous, for there is no predicting where
you might burn; yet comforting for the light and warmth that offer an invitation to
draw closer.

Redeeming God, out of the flames of your creation, your voice calls, marking us as
your own. Yet there are times when we choose to ignore your voice, and listen
instead to our own needs and desires; we choose comfort while you call us to
courage. Forgive us for those times when we have ignored the needs of others; when
we have failed to place our feet upon your path; when we allow the earthly voice to
distract us from your call.

Moment for Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon™

Loving God, in your forgiveness you offer again your invitation to know your love, to be
loved, and to respond to your call. In hearing your voice, may we find our place within your
creation.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

Anthem We Shall Overcome African-American Traditional
Sermon Who Am 17
Prayers of the People

Invitation to the Table
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!



We gather with all who are God's children and Christ's disciples, to be nourished here
by grace.

From all parts of the world, in our many languages and traditions, we gather.

People of all walks of life gather around this table, in the presence of God who invites
us all.

Communion Prayer

Prayer of Our Savior

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Blessing of the Elements

We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took bread, gave you
thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying,

This is my body, which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, Jesus also took the cup after supper, saying,

This cup is the new covenant, given for all for the sake of reconciliation. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Come, Holy Spirit. Bless this bread and this cup. Bless all of us in our participation in this
meal that God prepares for us, that on this holy ground, our eyes may be opened and we
might recognize Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all who share in your holy image.
Amen.

Sharing of the Elements
All of the elements are gluten-free and non-alcoholic.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, God of all, for inviting us to this table where we have known
the divine presence and incorporated into our own beings the tangible gifts of grace.
Strengthen our spirits, we pray. Increase our love for one another, and for all of
Creation. Let us show forth the love you have given us so freely, until the world is
made new in mercy and compassion. Amen.

Call to Offering
Offertory Some Glad Morning Alfred Brumley

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen.



Prayer of Dedication*™*

Holy One, we present these offerings to you in hope and love. In sharing our
resources, we proclaim our trust in your abundant provision, our concern for the
condition of our neighbors, and our responsibility for the maintenance and care of
our community. May they be a gift in our community and the world. May they spread
hope and love. And may they witness to your abundant and generous creation. Amen.

Hymn 336 Here, O My Lord, | See You Face to Face
Benediction

Benediction Response

Postlude Toccata in D Mionor Johann Froberger

**adapted from a prayer written by Rev. MaryAnn R. Rennie (minister of Corstorphine: 5t. Anne’s Parish
Church in Edinburgh) for the Church of Scotland’s Starters for Sunday http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
website.

***adapted from prayers written by Rev. Cheryl Lindsay and posted on the UCC's Worship Ways resource.

Thanks to Asa Buchakjian-Tweedy for providing music for today’s service.

Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of Marie Salvage Duff and Ouida McCoy Intorcio,
mothers of Shawn and John Intorcio.
Coffee Hour hosted by Educational Ministries

Women's Breakfast September 16th, 8:30AM
at the Water Street Cafe

Men's Breakfast
September 4th & 18th at 8:00AM
at the Water Street Café

Book Group — Man's Search for Meaning by Victor Frankl
Wednesday, September 23 at 1:00 pm in the Beane Parlor

Donate here for the mission and ministry Did you hear something you want to
of the church! revisit? Or share? Find us on YouTube!

https://www.laconiaucc.org/giving/ hitps://bit.ly/LacoCongoLive




